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Laetare Sunday

Today is Laetare Sunday, Latin for Rejoice. We see a cheerful rose vestment 
in place of a purple one. Why rejoice in Lent?  Because of God’s mercy. That is 
the theme of the parable of the Prodigal Son in the gospel, really Two Sons. 
Both sons have a  lesson for us. We 
can   identify with the younger son, 
the    prodigal, when we realise that 
we too have sinned, misused the 
Father’s gifts like him. He came to 
his senses when he was desperate 
and starving, recognised his wrong-
doing, and decided to go back to 
his father and ask to be treated just 
as a servant. Just look at the picture   
Jesus gives us of the Father. He is 
watching out for the boy, runs to 
meet him and embrace him, puts a 
fine robe on him and gives a feast 
for his return. A marvellous picture 
of love that does not give up, of 
God’s mercy.
The elder brother also has a lesson 
for us, as he did for the Pharisees. 
He      refuses to go into the feast 
and share in the  father’s mercy. In 
an unlovely way he can only see 
the bad his brother has done 
compared with his own stolid years 
of obedience. It isn’t fair! The 
Pharisees Jesus was addressing were like that, and so can we at times. Jesus 
pricks their conscience, and ours too. The father goes out and begs the elder son 
to come in. No discriminations. Just  welcome your brother. Join in the feast of 
forgiveness. ‘It is only right’, he says,’ that we should celebrate and rejoice, 
because your brother here (and we would add today, your sister too) was dead 
and has come to life; was lost and is found.’                                               TNsj

Return of the Prodigal 
Son James Tissot



We are asked to pray the Anima Chris   
during this year of the 500th  anniversary 
St. Igna us’ death. 

Soul of Christ, sanc fy me.
Body of Christ, save me.

Blood of Christ, inebriate me.
Water from the side of Christ, wash me.

Passion of Christ, strengthen me.
O Good Jesus, hear me.

Within your wounds hide me.
Permit me not to be separated from 

you.
From the wicked foe, defend me.
At the hour of my death, call me

and bid me come to you
That with your saints I may praise you

For ever and ever. Amen. 

Some of the Covid 19 restrictions have now been 
removed but you are encouraged to continue to use 

face coverings, sanitizer, and social distancing 
when in the church.

Ascent Group 
at 11 am on Thursdays. 

Coffee from 10.45am. 
New members 

most 
welcome.

ALL children welcome 
during 10.15am Mass.         

With the 
Jesuit 

Community 
for Jesuit 
Voca ons

HOW CAN I HELP 
ST. WILFRID’S?

How might God call us as members of 
St. Wilfrid’s community? We are asking 

you to take a Skills Survey form with you after 
Mass and let us know what you might be able to 
offer and what activities you might be interested 
in doing. If you haven’t already done so, please 
take a form, fill it in as a far as you happy to do 
this, and bring it back asap or send it in to the 
parish address. Thanks Fr Chris

Jesuit Missions is responding to the crisis in Ukraine

To support Jesuit Mission’s Ukraine Emergency Appeal. Please 
see 

https://jesuitmissions.org.uk/work/emergencies/crisis-in-ukraine-2/
for more information and a link to our donations page. 

Mon 11.30 to 12noon

Quiz Night
Sincere thanks 
to everyone 
who supported 

the Quiz Night and to those who sent 
generous donations. We raised a total 
of £325!
This will go towards completing the 
dormitory and finally giving our 
orphans a safe place to live.
More details at: 

judechristianorphanage.com



An evening of prayer & praise, through music, scripture, 
talk & Adoration. 

Please do join us @ 7.30 pm on Friday 1st Aprlfor the last 
one before Easter during which there will be an 
opportunity to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation.

Dates for your diary:
If you haven’t  you haven’t already donated you can 
donate via https://cafod.org.uk/Give/Donate-to-
CAFOD/Lent-Appeal

Friday March 25th

JRS Stations of the 
Cross 7pm

www.jrsuk.net/donate/ or in 

March 26th/27th Fairtrade Stall at Masses 
this weekend
Sunday 3rd April Exposition and Sung 
Evening Prayer 6pm
Sunday 10th April Taize Music and Reflection 6pm

Lent Series AMDG—For the Greater Glory of God
St Wilfrid’s Parish and 
Metanoia Project are 
collaborating to bring you an 
engaging and informative 
exploration of the life and 
work of St Ignatius of 
Loyola, to commemorate the 
500th anniversary of his 

conversion. With a mixture of live talks, videos, and 
practical applications, join us this Lent to live more fully ‘for 
the greater glory of God’. Two  more Thursdays 
31st March & 7th April at 7.30-9.30pm in St Wilfrid’s   
Parish Centre. More details on posters, or speak to Fr 
Chris, or a member of the Metanoia Project Team 07957 
566741 team@metanoiaproject.co.uk

Holy Week 
and Easter: 

see separate 
sheet for 
details of 
times etc
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Sun 27 Laetare Sunday Joshua 5:9-12 (Ps 33) 2 Cor 5:1-17-21
Luke 15:1-3,11-32

Mon 28 Feria St Cuthbert Isaiah 65:17-21 (Ps 29) John 4:43-54
Tue 29 Feria Ezek 47:1-9,12 (Ps 45) John 5:1-3,5-16
Wed 30 Feria Isaiah 49:8-15- (Ps 144) John 5:17-30
Thu 31 Feria Exod 32:7-14 (Ps 105) John 5:31-47
Fri 1 Feria Wisdom 2:1,12-22 (P33) John 7:1-2,10,25-30
Sat 2 Feria Jer 11:18-20 (Ps 7) John 7:40-52

April’s Inten on
For health care workers

We pray for health care workers who serve 
the sick and elderly, especially the poorest: 

may they be adequately supported by 
governments and local communities.

YOUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR
those recently dead: 
John Browne R.I.P 
Requiem April 6th at St Maria Goretti’s at 1.30
Oswald Kellet R.I.P.
Requiem April 4th 12.15
anniversaries: Patsy Barden, Nefersa Kutz
Fr Fintan Creaven SJ, Kevin Rawsthorn
those who are sick: Susan Craft
Pauline Wilding, Theresa Wilkinson, 
Simon Osborne, Joyce Lyons, Barbara Clark.

Sanctuary Bookshop is now open most Monday & Fridays 11.15 to 1.30 including 
tea & coffee a er Monday & Friday Mass  (closed 15-22 April)

Deaf Community Welcome 
British Sign Language signed 
Mass 4.30pm Sunday 10 April 

with Fr Paul Fletcher SJ 
Please sit in the front pews. 

Signed Mass recordings at www.catholicdeaf.org.uk

Masses & Confession Times
Saturday
Confessions 11.15am to 12.15pm 
Mass 12.15pm  
Confessions 5 to 5.30pm 
Vigil 5.35pm
Sunday
Masses 7, 10.15am & 4.30pm 
Monday to Friday
Confessions 11.50am - 12.10pm 
Mass 12.15pm
Monday
Adora on 11.30am-12pm

The church is open daily
Saturday 10-6.15 Sunday 6.45-5.30
Monday, Thursday, Friday 11.30-6.00
Tuesday, Wednesday 11.30-5.30


