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THE HOLY FAMILY
William Hole

Murillo
Simone Mar ni

These three pain ngs of the Holy family tell as much about the ar sts as their subject.
They have thought (and surely prayed) about God made human in a human family.
Unusually, Murillo has Joseph holding the baby but ready to hand the Child to his moth
er: all three breathe love. Mar ni knows all too well the look of a surly adolescent,
arms folded, and projects that on to Jesus—though the Gospel men ons only Mary as
voicing exaspera on (and who could blame her? Her child has nonchalantly absented
himself). William Hole has done his very best to guess what it would actually look like
when the maturing Jewish teenager learned the skills of a carpenter. There needs to be
a 4th picture here—and it’s your imagina ve guess as to how best to portray the Holy
Family.
In this imagining our brains are at a disadvantage—the gap of two thousand years and a
diﬀerent culture; but with the Holy Spirit inspiring us our hearts can make the jump. To
imagine the Holy Family, centred on God’s love incarnate, is to be encouraged to do all
we can to improve human rela onships, and especially with those nearest to us, and
especially in these days when morale is low and tempers frayed by lockdown. And that
ideal is encapsulated for us in Jesus’s own words: “Love as I have loved you” (there’s a
world of meaning in that “AS”).
In family rela onships—and indeed in all rela onships—what is deadly is conveying
contempt of the other person (o en just by rolling one’s eyes!) What builds up is con
veying that “you ma er to me more than your shortcomings ma er”. We ma er—
infinitely– to God, as the crucifix above the altar reminds us. So, ma ering to each
other can become, as it were, second nature to us. Let’s return to our imagining of that
Nazareth scene (with the Holy Family safely back from the Temple!)…
TS

Moves towards normality in church and parish centre.
Please continue to use face coverings,
sanitiser, and social distancing.
The Church will now remain open between Masses on Saturday
and Sunday, also as the Church is used for our 2 homeless drop ins
on Tuesdays and Wednesdays it will remain open until the volunteers need to
set up approx. 5.30pm.
Monday, Thursday and Friday open until 6pm.
Sanctuary Books has reopened on Mondays and Fridays 11.15am to 1.30pm,
including providing tea & coffee after Monday & Friday Mass when volunteers are
available. Other opening days will depend on the recruitment of new volunteers. If
you are interested in helping please contact Geoff 07932 792773.
Tea & Coffee after Sunday 10.15am Mass will be available when volunteers are
available, if you are willing to help please contact Geoff.

Church Opening Times
Saturdays: 10am to 6.15pm
Sundays: 6.45am to 5.30pm
Monday, Thursday and Friday: 11.30 to 6pm
Tuesday and Wednesday: 11.30 to 5.30pm

Sanctuary Books
Catholic Diaries, Calendars are still available.
Open most Mondays and Fridays 11.15-1.30.
On a Tuesday, and after 10.15 Mass on
Sunday, there is often someone with a key in
the Parish Centre who can open it if you are
passing. (closed 24th, 27th & 31st December
and 3rd January)

Diocesan Directories now available

Ascent Group has closed now
for our Christmas break, reopens
13th January at 11 am.

The next meeting of
the Faith and
Justice Group,
to which all are
invited, is after the
10.15 Mass on
Sunday 16th January (Peace
Sunday) in the Parish Centre.

www.jrsuk.net/donate/
The website also has information on their work, prayer resources and details of the
governments Immigration Plans and how you can advocate in solidarity.
Saturday Confessions 11.15am to 12.15pm (not 25th
Sunday
Monday to Friday

Christmas and New Year
at St Wilfrid’s
Friday December 24th
Weekday Mass 12.15pm
Confessions 11.50am & 2pm
Church closed 4pm-7pm
Carol Service 7.30 pm
Saturday 25th
December
Mass 7am and
10.15am,
NO evening Mass

Church closes after 10.15 Mass

Sunday 26th December
Mass at 7am, 10.15am & 4.30pm
Sat 1st
January
Solemnity for
Mary, Mother
of God Mass
12.15pm only
As this Solemnity takes precedence over
the Sunday Vigil Mass, there will be
No Sunday Vigil Mass
on New Year’s Day.
Sunday Masses for 2nd Jan will
be 7am, 10.15am & 4.30pm only.

CAFOD is combining
efforts with the DEC
to launch the
Afghanistan Crisis
Appeal. In
Afghanistan, 8
million people are
on the brink of
famine because of
drought, collapsing economy, food
shortages, conflict, and COVID.
CAFOD is supporting sister Caritas
agencies to reach communities
most in need with food, clean
water, and fuel. During Advent,
when we open ourselves to the
needs of others, let’s do all that
we can to save lives. You can
donate on the CAFOD website:

cafod.org.uk/
AfghanistanAppeal and
please pray for the people of
Afghanistan

The Feast of
the Epiphany
is Thursday
6th January.
Our usual Gift Sunday giving at the
crib will be on 8th/9th January,
details next week.

The St. Wilfrid's Jesuit Community
THANK YOU all for your kind gifts
and many cards over the Christmas
season. May you and all your loved
ones be richly blessed with a healthy
Happy New Year.
Assuring you of our prayers, God bless

St Wilfrid’s Presbytery, 1 Winckley Square, Preston, PR1 3JJ
(01772) 555244
Parish Priest: Fr. Chris Pedley SJ (555244) cpedleysj@jesuit.org.uk
Deacon (Retired): Rev. Bill Adams (726653) (07866104144)
Parish Administrator (554396) stwilfridspa@gmail.com
Superior of the Jesuit Community: Fr. Paul Fletcher SJ paulmfletchersj@gmail.com

Parish Website www.stwilfridspreston.org.uk
This weeks Readings
Sun 26
Mon 27
Tue 28
Wed 29
Thu 30
Fri 31
Sat 1

The Holy Family
Jesus ,Mary and Joseph
St John
The Holy Innocents
St Thomas Becket
6th day within the Octave
7th day within the Octave
Mary, Mother of God

Ecclus 3:2-6,12-14

(Ps 127)

1 John 1:1-4
1 John 1:5-2:2
1 John 2:3-11
1 John 2:12-17
1 John 2:18-21
Numbers 6:22-27

(Ps 96)
(Ps 123)
(Ps95)
(Ps 95)
(Ps 95)
(Ps 66)

Col 3:12-21
Luke 2:22-40
John 20:2-8
Matt 2:13-18
Luke 2:22-35
Luke 2:36-40
John1:1-18
Gal 4:4-7
Luke 2:16-21

We are asked to pray the Anima Chris
during this year of the 500th anniversary St.
Igna us’ death.
Soul of Christ, sanc fy me.
Body of Christ, save me.
Blood of Christ, inebriate me.
Water from the side of Christ, wash me.
Passion of Christ, strengthen me.
O Good Jesus, hear me.
Within your wounds hide me.
Permit me not to be separated from you.
From the wicked foe, defend me.
At the hour of my death, call me
and bid me come to you
That with your saints I may praise you
For ever and ever. Amen.

Signed Mass recordings at
www.catholicdeaf.org.uk

YOUR PRAYERS ARE
ASKED FOR
those recently dead:
Anniversaries: Roy Macuras,
Kathleen Howarth, Yasmine Rauf,
those who are sick: Pauline Wilding
Theresa Wilkinson, Simon Osborne, Joyce
Lyons, Susan Craft, John Browne, Barbara
Clark, & their carers.
December’s
Intention
Let us pray for the catechists,
summoned to announce the Word of
God: may they be its witnesses, with
courage and creativity and in the
power of the Holy Spirit.

Sanctuary Bookshop is now open most Monday & Fridays 11.15 to 1.30 including tea &
coﬀee a er Monday & Friday Mass (or contact Geoﬀ 07932 792773 to arrange other mes)

Closed 24 Dec, reopen 7 Jan.

