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The Baptism of the Lord
THE CHRISTMAS SEASON

You may well ask yourselves in the next few weeks why we still have some 
of the Christmas decorations up in the church.  Probably most people take 
their decorations down on twelfth night, the feast of the Epiphany, if not 
earlier. In his Pastoral Letter on the feast of the Holy Family Bishop Paul 
encouraged us to keep our crib up until the last of the great feasts of the 
Christmas season, which is the feast of the Presentation on 2nd February.  
Each of these feasts tells us something about what the coming of Christ into 
our world means for us.
On Christmas Day we celebrate the birth of Jesus in the stable in 
Bethlehem.  On the one hand his birth is announced by choirs of angels, 
but, on the other hand, it is announced to the humblest of people, to 
shepherds who were hardly accepted into society at all.  They are the ones 
who go to the stable and rejoice at the coming of Christ.
At the Epiphany we follow Matthew’s Gospel and celebrate the revelation of 
Christ as the light of the nations.  The Wise Men represent us, people from 
all over the world.  That they follow a sign of Christ’s birth in the heavens, 
the star, shows that the coming of Christ has cosmic significance, 
significance not just for us but for the whole of creation.

Today we celebrate the Baptism of Christ, the 
start of his ministry.  Here the voice of the Father 
proclaims that this is his beloved Son.  This 
message is reinforced by the presence of the 
Holy Spirit in the form of a dove.
Finally, on the feast of the Presentation we 
celebrate the revelation of Christ as “a light to 
enlighten the gentiles and give glory to Israel, 
God’s people”.  These are the words of Simeon.  
He and Anna recognise Christ when he is 
presented in the Temple.

It is important for us not to rush away from the crib but to reflect on all that 
the coming of Christ into our world means for us.  Let us take time to 
celebrate each of these feasts and really appreciate the wonder of God who 
comes to share our lives and lay down his life on the Cross for us.

Chris Pedley, S.J.



Public Masses & Confession Times
Saturday Confessions 11.15am to 12.15pm  Mass 12.15pm  

Confessions 5 to 5.30pm  
Vigil Mass 5.35pm 

Sunday  Masses at 7am, 10.15am & 4.30pm 
Monday to Friday Confessions 11.50 to 12.10  Mass 12.15pm

Please continue to use face coverings, 
sanitiser, and social distancing. 
The Church will remain open between Masses on Saturday and 
Sunday, also as the Church is used for our 2 homeless drop ins on 
Tuesdays and Wednesdays it will remain open until the volunteers need to set 
up approx. 5.30pm.  Monday, Thursday and Friday open until 6pm.
Sanctuary Books normally opens on Mondays and Fridays 11.15am to 1.30pm, 
including providing tea & coffee after Monday & Friday Mass when volunteers are 
available.  Other opening days will depend on the recruitment of new volunteers. If you are 
interested in helping please contact Geoff 07932 792773.
Tea & Coffee after Sunday 10.15am Mass will be available when volunteers are 
available, if you are willing to help please contact Geoff.

The next meeting of the Faith and 
Justice Group, to which all are 
invited, is after the 10.15 Mass next 
Sunday 16th January (Peace 
Sunday) in the Parish Centre. 

Ascent Group restarts 
after our Christmas break on 

13th January at 11 am. Coffee/tea from 10.45.

Sanctuary Books
Diocesan Directories Catholic Diaries, 
Calendars are still available.
Open most Mondays and Fridays 11.15-1.30. On a Tuesday, 
and after 10.15 Mass on Sunday, there is often someone with 
a key in the Parish Centre who can open it if you are passing. 

From The Bishops’ Statement 
Honouring Sunday
The Bishops have asked for all 
Catholics to reflect on their 
personal circumstances with 
respect to their attendance at 
public worship. Questions have 
been raised regarding the status of 
the Sunday Obligation. The 
Bishops, now having reflected on 
the current situation in England 
and Wales, recognise that the 
causes and effects of the 
pandemic are still present to such 
a degree that the absolute duty for 
all to freely attend the Sunday 
Eucharistic Celebration cannot yet 
be fulfilled. As such, they have 
asked that all Catholics now reflect 
on the centrality of the Eucharist 
to their own life of faith and take 
into consideration their personal 
circumstances and the reasons as 
to whether they can now attend 
the Sunday Eucharistic Celebration 
or otherwise. Should a person feel 
that grave cause honestly persists 
in their personal circumstances, 
there is no sin associated with 
their non-attendance at Mass, and 
they are encouraged to devote 
themselves to prayer at home. 
This may be achieved either 
through personal prayer or by 
participating with a live-streamed 
celebration of Mass from a Church.

Church Opening Times
Saturdays: 10am to 6.15pm
Sundays: 6.45am to  5.30pm

Monday, Thursday and Friday: 11.30 to 6
Tuesday and Wednesday: 11.30 to 5.30

Next Sunday is Peace Sunday we will Pray for 
Peace, using our Peace Tree recycled 
from our Christmas Tree.



This Weekend is our Gift Sunday:
Each year we ask you to bring your 

Gift Sunday items to the Crib.  This weekend due 
to Covid precautions we won’t be asking you to 
come to the crib at the offertory, instead please 
place your gifts in or next to the crib before or 
after Masses.
Gifts you leave in the crib will be given to ACE Project 
of Caritas Care, Metanoia Project or Base 18. 
If you have been unable to bring a physical gift a 
basket will be next to the crib for ‘Gold’ which will 
be passed on to ACE for their work with released 
prisoners and to Metanoia for their homeless work.

Jesuit Missions Parish Appeal
On Saturday 22nd and Sunday 23rd January 2022, Lynn 
McWilliams from Jesuit Missions will be visiting St Wilfrid’s 
Parish to make their annual appeal. Jesuit Missions is the 
international development agency for the Jesuits in Britain. We 
support Jesuits and their partners who work with poor and 
marginalised people in Africa, Asia and Amazonia. A diverse 
range of projects, including environmental sustainability, skills 
training, women’s empowerment, and education help to create 
a more just world.

Learn more about our programmes and campaigns, as well as ways that you 
can get involved. Jesuit Missions Gift Aid envelopes will be available 
to complete. Jesuit Missions is part of the international Xavier Network. 
For more information see https://jesuitmissions.org.uk/

Interested in emo onal and mental wellbeing and a 
good listener? 
PeerTalk is looking for volunteer facilitators for its two peer support 
groups for people living with anxiety / depression in Preston.
Training Day is on 
Sat 5th Feb, 10am –
4pm in Manchester 
(travel costs 
reimbursed). 

More details at www.peertalk.org.uk/volunteer-with-us or contact 
enquiries@peertalk.org.uk Closing date for applica ons is 28th Jan

at 10.15am Mass. 
ALL children 

welcome. 

Blessed Chineze 
Obidima will be 
bap sed this    
Sunday at 2.30pm. 
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YOUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR
those recently dead: 
Anniversaries: Fr Chris Dyckhoff SJ, 
Meg Malinowski, Louis Duckworth, Kath Allison, 
Bill Gornall.
those who are sick: Pauline Wilding, Marie 
Tomlinson, Theresa Wilkinson, Simon Osborne, 
Joyce Lyons, Susan Craft, John Browne, 
Barbara Clark, & their carers.  

THIS WEEK’S READINGS
Sun 9 The Baptism of the Lord Isaiah  42:1-4,6-7 (Ps 28) Acts 10:34-38

Luke 3:15-16,21-22
Mon 10 Feria 1 Sam 1:1-8 (Ps 115) Mark1:14-20
Tue 11 Feria 1 Sam 1:9-20 (1 Sam 2) Mark 1:21-28
Wed 12 Feria St Aelred of Rievaulx 1 Sam 3:1-10,19-20 (Ps 39) Mark 1:29-39
Thu 13 Feria St Kentigern/St Hilary 1 Sam 4:1-11 (Ps 43) Mark 1:40-45
Fri 14 Feria 1 Sam 8:4-7,10-22 (Ps 88) Mark 2:1-12 
Sat 15 Feria 1 Sam 9:1-4,17-19;10:1 (Ps 20) Mark 2:13-17

January’s Intention
We pray for all those suffering 
from religious discrimination 

and persecution. May their rights 
and dignity as members 
of the human family be 

recognised.

We are asked to pray the Anima Chris   
during this year of the 500th  anniversary 
St. Igna us’ death. 

Soul of Christ, sanc fy me.
Body of Christ, save me.

Blood of Christ, inebriate me.
Water from the side of Christ, wash me.

Passion of Christ, strengthen me.
O Good Jesus, hear me.

Within your wounds hide me.
Permit me not to be separated from you.

From the wicked foe, defend me.
At the hour of my death, call me

and bid me come to you
That with your saints I may praise you

For ever and ever. Amen. 

Signed Mass recordings at www.catholicdeaf.org.uk

Anniversaries
We commemorate in our newsletter the anniversaries of 
those who have had funerals  in the last ten years at           
St Wilfrid’s i.e. since 2012. if you would like an earlier 
anniversary included email stwilfridsnewsletter@gmail.com 
with the name of the deceased and your name. Or ring the 
Parish Administrator 01772 554396.

Deaf Community Welcome
Bri sh Sign Language signed Mass 
4.30pm Sunday 9 January with 
Fr Paul Fletcher SJ. 
Please sit in the front pews.


