
St. Wilfrid’s Parish, Preston

Newsletter
15th August, 2021

The Assump on of Our Lady

The Assumption of Our Lady is the Fourth 
Glorious Mystery of the Rosary and mystery of course 
does not mean that it's puzzling but that our human minds 
can never exhaust its meaning – in prayer we burrow our 
way a little further into its richness but never exhaust it, 
and the burrowing needs the grace of the Holy Spirit.

Against that background we can ponder Mary's Assumption.  
On the Cross when Jesus commits his Mother and John his disciple into 
each other's care, John is representing all of us;  and soon afterwards she 
is to be found in the midst of the disciples as in prayer they wait for the 
coming of the Holy Spirit, which means the birth of the visible Church.  
And so Mary is revered as Mother of the Church with a special love and 
care for each of us who are disciples of her Son.
Sin has had no hold on her and when she died she was assumed into the 
presence of God to live for ever with her divine Son. This is how my 
Sunday Missal puts it:
“Mary is the pledge of the fulfilment of Christ's promise to go and prepare 
a place for us, that when he comes again he may receive us to himself, so 
that where he is, we may be also.”
There is a strong temptation to avoid all thought of death. But rather than 

fear it we would do better to 
face it in faith, knowing that 
as it has not defeated Mary 
but by the grace of her Son 
opened for her the way to 
everlasting life, so will it be 
for her children. Christ is 
risen! Christ is our life! 

TS

Dormition Abbey, Jerusalem: Daily hundreds of pilgrims kneel around the reclining statue of 
Mary, who dying looks toward her Son: from the cupola mosaic above her, He waits her with 
wide-open arms to take her up to heaven body and soul. 
He is surrounded by six women of the Old Testament, who walked with God in their own way, 
Eve and Miriam, Ruth and Esther, Jael and Judith



Church Opening Times
Saturdays 

10am to 1pm
Sundays

6.45am to 7.30pm, 
9.30am to 11.30am, 
4pm to 5.30pm

Monday to Friday 
11.30am to 1pm

Public Masses & Confession Times
Saturday  14th & 21stAugust

Confessions 11.15am to 12.15pm 
Mass 12.15pm  

Confessions 5 to 5.30pm
Vigil Mass 5.35pm

Sunday 15th & 22nd August
Masses at 7am, 10.15am & 4.30pm 
Monday 16th to Friday 20th August        
Confessions 11.50am to 12.10pm

Mass each day at 12.15pm

Parish Administrator Limited Access to mid September 2021
Chris Lloyd isnot working on site un l some me in September, due to 
surgery. Some essen al tasks will be done via home working. There 
may be a delay in responding to emails and telephone messages. The 
website www.stwilfridspreston.org.uk will con nue to be updated 

Maintaining a COVID-secure Church & Parish Centre
It is recommended to con nue wearing face masks in church and in the 
Parish Centre. Please con nue to sani se your hands on entering and 
maintain social distancing. Toilets will now reopen during weekend 
Masses—volunteers requested to clean a erwards please.

September 12th will be Fr Peter’s 
last weekend in the Parish. 

You are invited to a BBQ a er 10.15am 
Mass to say “Goodbye” to Fr Peter and 

“Hello” to Fr Chris Pedley.

This weekend we 
welcome Paul 
Amiss to give this 
year’s missionary 
appeal on behalf 
on the Appeal - August 14th-15th

St. Walburge's Church is hosting an 
'Organ Recital' on Saturday 21 
August 2021 to raise funds for its 
urgent roof repair and to launch the 
newly restored Organ Pipe.
https://www.goldengiving.com/event/
sw-organ-recital-2021

Sanctuary Books hopes to reopen in 
September, including providing tea & coffee 

after weekday Mass. Opening days and times 
will depend on  the recruitment of new 

volunteers. If you are interested in helping 
please contact Geoff 07932 792773



We are  looking at moving the 
Tuesday  Drop  in  back  inside 
some me  during  September, 
as  well  as  moving  back  to 
using washable  crockery. Our 
stock of mugs  for use on Tuesday night’s 
is a bit depleted,  so we would welcome 
any old, uncracked  & unchipped mugs—
please  leave  in  the  Narthex  in  the  blue 
dona on box or bring to the Parish Centre 
on a Tuesday.

The 
Climate 
Sunday 
initiative is 
calling on all local churches across 
Great Britain & Ireland to hold
a climate-focused service on any 
Sunday before COP26 in November 
2021. We will hold ours in St 
Wilfrid’s on September 5th.

The legacy of St Ignatius of Loyola:  “We are not 
concerned just with the survival of refugees, but with their full 
development.”
Extract from Nick Hanrahan’s Blog on the JRS website: On July 31st we marked the Feast Day of 
St Ignatius of Loyola, founder of the Society of Jesus (the Jesuits) of which JRS is one of many 
works. Ignatius remains an overarching presence in the life of the Jesuits to this day and his influence 
has extended into the work of JRS around the globe. The story of Ignatius’s remarkable life will 
already be known to many, as will the spirituality he developed, which is a great source of 
nourishment and fulfilment. Much of his spiritual insight is based on his belief that the presence of 
God can be found in all things; a person, the natural world around us, an event or encounter, all 
contain the possibility of experiencing God if only one is attentive enough.
Ignatius placed an emphasis on Jesuits caring for the material needs of poor and marginalised 
people, as well as focusing on their spiritual needs. Jerome Nadal SJ, one of his early companions 
expressed it in this way: “The Society cares for those persons who are totally neglected or 
inadequately attended to. This is the basic reason why the Society was founded; this is its power; this 
is what makes it distinctive in the Church.” This vision for the Society has impacted JRS as a work, 
not only in its initial creation to meet the needs of refugees but also by ensuring that priority is given to 
situations of great need which others are not attending to as a way of discerning the projects carried 
out around the world. This clearly applies to JRS UK accompanying those who have been made 
destitute or detained after being failed by an asylum system rooted in the hostile environment which 
dehumanises them.
Another of Ignatius’s principles guides us in our efforts to act as a counterpoint to this 
dehumanisation: ‘cura personalis’ or care for the whole person. The hostile environment seeks to 
reduce people to their immigration status, failing to acknowledge them as fully human. One refugee 
friend who was interviewed for our most recent report, Being Human in the Asylum System, described 
his experience at Napier Barracks which is being used as asylum accommodation despite its clear 
unsuitabilty, saying “I did not feel like a person when I was there. I felt I had lost who I was, like my 
personality had gone”. Whether it is destitution, detention, long periods of being unable to work or 
study, the inbuilt injustices of our asylum system routinely strip away refugees’ dignity making them 
feel less human. 
It may not be initially obvious that the life of a 16th century courtier turned religious leader could act as 
a continued inspiration to an organization working with refugees half a millennium later. However, a 
closer look at the life of the man whose day we celebrate, the timeless wisdom and spirituality he 
shared and the countless lives since that he has shaped, shows the legacy of Ignatius is one which 
will continue to leave its mark on JRS, the Church and the world around us for many years to come.



St Wilfrid’s Presbytery, 1 Winckley Square, Preston, PR1 3JJ
(01772) 555244   

Parish Priest: Fr. Peter Randall SJ  (554395)  prandallsj@jesuit.org.uk
Deacon Rev. Bill Adams  (726653)
Parish Administrator  (554396)  stwilfridspa@gmail.com
Superior of the Jesuit Community: Fr. Paul Fletcher SJ  paulmfletchersj@gmail.com

YOUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR
those recently died:  Gerard Smith
anniversaries: Stella Guest, Kath Donnelly
those who are sick: Barbara Clark, Mary 
Holme, Joyce Lyons, Simon Osborne, Pauline 
Wilding, Susan Cra , Theresa Wilkinson, John 
Browne, Veronica Judge & their carers.  

The week’s readings:  
Sun 15 The Assumption Our Lady Apoc 11:19;12:1-6,10 (Ps 44)

1 Cor 15:20-26 Luke 1:39-56
Mon 16 Feria Judges 2:11-19 (Ps 105) Matt 19:16-22
Tue 17 Feria Judges 6:11-24 (Ps 84) Matt 19:23-30
Wed 11 St Alberto Cruchaga Judges 9:6-15 (Ps 20) Matt 20:1-16
Thu 12 Feria Judges 11:29-39 (Ps 30) Matt 22:1-14
Fri 13 St Bernard Ruth 1:1,3-6,14-16,22 (Ps 145) Matt 22:34-40
Sat 14 St Pius X Ruth 2:1-3,8-11;4:13-17 (Ps 127) Matt 23:1-12 

August’s PRAYER�INTENTION������

Parish Website www.stwilfridspreston.org.uk

Sanctuary Bookshop
is open via Chapel 

Street window on most 
Fridays 11.15 to 12.10
Closed 13th &20th

August
Or contact Geoff 07932 
792773  to arrange 

other  mes

How to make a dona on to the parish by 
bank transfer

If you wish to make a dona on to St. Wilfrid’s 
Parish by bank transfer the account is 

St. Wilfred’s Parish Account (please note the ‘e’)                      
Account no. 12585636            Sort code 162833                              

RBS Preston Fishergate Branch.

Struggle to follow 
and lip-read the 
Mass? 
Want to join in a BSL/

SSE signed Mass ?? 
Next monthly signed Parish 
Mass at St. Wilfrid’s 
Sunday 12th August at 4:30pm 

Signed Mass recordings at 
www.catholicdeaf.org.uk

The Church
Let us pray for the Church, 

that she may receive from the 
Holy Spirit the grace and 

strength to reform herself in 
the light of the Gospel. 

We are asked to pray the Anima Chris   
during this year of the 500th  anniversary of  
St. Igna us’ death. 

Soul of Christ, sanc fy me.
Body of Christ, save me.

Blood of Christ, inebriate me.
Water from the side of Christ, wash me.

Passion of Christ, strengthen me.
O Good Jesus, hear me.

Within your wounds hide me.
Permit me not to be separated from you.

From the wicked foe, defend me.
At the hour of my death, call me

and bid me come to you
That with your saints I may praise you

For ever and ever. Amen. 


