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St. Wilfrid’s Parish, Preston

7th Sunday of the Year

The picture on the le shows a panel in the Holy Door at
St Peter's, Rome. The bedraggled Prodigal Son is being
welcomed home by his compassionate Father (and, if you
can make it out in the corner, the family dog!). The sculptor
has captured the moment in the Gospels when (to my mind)
Jesus best expresses in words what God, his Father and
ours, is like: the arms that embrace the guilty traveller are
always open to enfold you and me and everyone. This
exquisite narra ve comes further on in Luke's Gospel but if
we press Our Lord to explain to us just what behaviour on
our part is implied, then we find two more masterpieces
earlier in Luke. One is in story form – the Good Samaritan
(below), the other is in trenchant words that appeal straight
to our conscience, and they form today's Gospel passage (Luke 6/27-38). The heart of it is,
“Be compassionate as your Father is
compassionate” - which spills into not
judging others unless we have to.
Ah, but when do we have to? Well,
for a start if it's our job. At God's
behest Moses appointed people
specifically to judge cases. Only God
can make an ul mate judgment on a
person's guilt, so human judges (and
in some circumstances that includes
you and me) should be careful, considerate and compassionate. But perhaps present-day
culture has gone too far in overlooking guilt across a wide field. It seems that in poli cs
and public life no-one “sins” any more: they “make a mistake” even though they acted
knowingly - and it's rubbed out with an “apology” as easily as when at school you made a
genuine “mistake” in arithme c. The pre-Chris an pagans had no word for “sin”: they
used the word an archer would use for missing a target – a mistake. But Chris anity
acknowledges real responsibility.
Judging is tricky, and so when Our Lord says, “Do not judge” I think he is asking us to
“treat others as you would like them to treat you”, and so to be fair in your judgements
and never abandon the compassion of “your heavenly Father”.
TS

now been removed but you are
encouraged to continue to use face
coverings, sanitizer, and social
distancing when in the church.
Sanctuary Books normally opens
on Mondays and Fridays 11.15am to
1.30pm, including providing tea &
coffee after Monday & Friday Mass
when volunteers are available
Tea & Coffee after Sunday 10.15am
Mass will resume when volunteers are
available.

Sunday 10.15am Mass

ALL
children

welcome

Adora on with the Jesuit
Community for Jesuit Voca ons
every Monday 11:30am -12noon
unless informed otherwise

HOW CAN I HELP
ST. WILFRID’S?
We are asking how God might

call us as members of the
St. Wilfrid’s community. We are
asking you to take a Skills Survey form with
you after Mass and let us know what you
think you might be able to offer and what
activities you might be interested in doing. If
you haven’t already done so, please take a
form, fill it in as a far as you happy to do
this, and bring it back asap or send it in to
the parish address.
Many thanks
Fr Chris

This Sunday is World Day of
Social Justice. You can find more
information about this on our
website and social media, where you will see
some familiar faces! www.jesuitmissions.org.uk/
campaigns/world-social-justice-day-2022/

Church Opening Times
Saturdays: 10am to 6.15pm
Sundays: 6.45am to 5.30pm
Monday, Thursday & Friday: 11.30 to 6pm
Tuesday & Wednesday: 11.30 to 5.30pm

Our Annual
Novena of
Grace to
St Francis
Xavier starts
th
March at

Public Masses & Confession Times
Saturday Confessions 11.15am to 12.15pm
Mass 12.15pm
Confessions 5 to 5.30pm Vigil 5.35pm
Sunday
Masses 7am, 10.15am & 4.30pm
Monday to Friday Confessions 11.50 to 12.10
Mass 12.15pm
Monday
Adora on 11.30am-12pm

If any child in
Year 3 or above
would like to
make their First
Holy Communion this year please
make contact with Monica
Holdsworth as soon as possible:

holdsworthmonica@gmail.com

Dates for your diary:
Ash Wednesday 2nd March
Masses at 12.15 and 5.35pm
Soup Lunch after 12.15pm Mass

Lectors Meeting
Sat 12th March
10.30am-Noon
All those who read at Mass are
asked to attend.
We will discuss the latest parish
handbook, address practical issues
and reflect on Lectors soon
becoming an Instituted Lay Ministry.
Friday 18th March @7pm in aid
of the Jude Orphanage, Zambia

Are you interested in a caring
job? For information contact
Brenda 01772 554380.

An evening of
prayer & praise,
through music,
scripture, talk & Adoration.
Please do join us @ 7.30 pm
Friday 18th Feb & 4th March
WANT TO GIVE YOUR
MARRIAGE A BOOST
Treat yourselves to a
life changing Marriage
Encounter Experience
Our next experiences
are 4-6th March, 14th &
21st May, 11-12th June.......
Visit WWME.org.uk for more details
and booking
A great marriage lifts your family,
Parish and personal happiness.

St Wilfrid’s Parish and Metanoia Project are collaborating to bring you an engaging
and informative exploration of the life and work of St Ignatius of Loyola, to
commemorate the 500th anniversary of his
conversion. With a mixture of live talks,
videos, and practical applications, join us
this Lent to live more fully ‘for the greater
glory of God’. Five Thursdays starting
10th March, 7.30-9.30pm in St Wilfrid’s
Parish Centre. More details on posters, or
speak to Fr Chris, or a member of the
Metanoia Project Team 07957 566741
team@metanoiaproject.co.uk

Lent Series AMDG: For the Greater Glory of God
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THIS WEEK’S READINGS
Sun 20

7th Sunday

Mon 21
Tue 22
Wed 23
Thu 24
Fri 25
Sat 26

Feria
Chair of St Peter
St Polycarp
Feria
Feria
Feria

1 Sam 26:2,7-9,12-13,22-23
1 Cor 15:45-49
James 3:13-18
(Ps 18B)
1 Peter 5:1-4
(Ps 22)
James 4:13-17
(Ps 48)
James 5:1-6
(Ps 48)
James 5:9-12
(Ps 102)
James 5:13-20
(Ps 140)

We are asked to pray the Anima Chris
during this year of the 500th anniversary
St. Igna us’ death.
Soul of Christ, sanc fy me.
Body of Christ, save me.
Blood of Christ, inebriate me.
Water from the side of Christ, wash me.
Passion of Christ, strengthen me.
O Good Jesus, hear me.
Within your wounds hide me.
Permit me not to be separated from you.
From the wicked foe, defend me.
At the hour of my death, call me
and bid me come to you
That with your saints I may praise you
For ever and ever. Amen.

Deaf Community Welcome
British Sign Language signed
Mass 4.30pm Sunday 13 March
with Fr Paul Fletcher SJ.
Please sit in the front pews.

(Ps 102)
Luke 6:27-38
Mark 9:14-29
Matt 16:13-19
Mark 9:38-40
Mark 9:41-50
Mark 10:1-12
Mark 10:13-16

YOUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR
those recently dead: David Hatch
R.I.P.funeral Friday 4th March 12.15pm
those who have anniversaries:
those who are sick:
Pauline Wilding, Theresa Wilkinson,
Simon Osborne, Joyce Lyons, Susan Craft,
John Browne, Barbara Clark,
Fr Bernard Walker SJ.

February’s
Inten on
For religious sisters and consecrated women

We pray for religious sisters and
consecrated women; thanking
them for their mission and their
courage; may they con nue to find
new responses to the challenges
of our mes.
Signed Mass recordings at www.catholicdeaf.org.uk

Sanctuary Bookshop is now open most Monday & Fridays 11.15 to 1.30
including tea & coﬀee a er Monday & Friday Mass

