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St. Wilfrid’s Parish, Preston

5th SUNDAY of EASTER

A new commandment I give you…..
Today’s gospel has the background of Our Lord’s Last Supper for our reading begins:
“when Judas had gone…” So this account follows Jesus’ hands-on washing of his
disciples’ feet, including those of Judas. With Judas gone, realising that there was little
time left before the unknown coming, Jesus prepares himself and his friends by giving a
little discourse; a new commandment I give you:
‘Love one another as I have loved you.’
This LOVE that Jesus asked his disciples, and through them asks of you and me, indeed
all of us, is that our ‘love’ must be more than just a verbal expression among people. That
‘love’ has to be grounded in true genuine service just as Jesus himself demonstrated by
washing each disciple’s feet—
including those of the ones who
betrayed him. Christ’s love did not
hold grudges, half-measures, or
mean a kind of servitude. No!
Christ’s love was open, transparent
and genuine, extending to all
regardless. This goes further than the
two commandments of loving God
and loving neighbour as oneself that
Jesus highlighted in his dealings
with others earlier in his ministry.
Learn to love without condition
This love for one another is to be just as
talk without bad intention
Jesus has loved each of us. No exceptions
give without any reason
and no exclusions!
and most of all care for people This last point is flagged up for us in
today’s first reading from Acts whereby
without any expectation
Paul and Barnabas experienced the
awesome revelation that God wanted his love, and the loving example of Jesus Christ,
shared with non-believers, pagans, Gentiles, and not just the Jewish faithful. Indeed, Jesus
himself said in the gospel: ‘by this love you have for one another, everyone will know that
you are my disciples.’ There should be no half-heartedness, no half measures, for as the
Psalm reminds us :
The Lord is kind and full of compassion, slow to anger and abounding in love!
So, let us redouble our efforts this Easter season, and always, to share the good news of
God’s love for us all, to exercise that compassion today and always; ever grateful that the
Lord is indeed good to all and compassionate to ALL his creatures!
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Most of the Covid 19 restrictions have now been
removed but you are encouraged to continue to use
face coverings, sanitizer, and social distancing
when in the church.
Sadly Fr Tom Shufflebotham SJ died on
Wednesday, 4th May, in the community house at
St Wilfrid’s in his 70th year of religious life.
May he rest in peace. His Requiem Mass will
take place on Wednesday 1st June at 12.15pm
here in St Wilfrid’s.
Here are a couple of pictures of Fr Tom in the
parish office and leading a group of parishioners
on a Quiet Day at Hyning Monastery.

Metanoia Project’s Drop In for
the homeless is looking for
volunteers. The Drop In runs
6.30 -8pm every Wednesday
evening in St Wilfrid’s Church.
The volunteers assist in
setting up and tidying away the space, providing
refreshments, assigning the needed clothing or
toiletries, as well as spending time listening and
talking with the people, so they are reminded of
and have an experience of God’s love and
mercy. If this sounds like a role you would like
to give your time to or you would like any more
information, please ring Jen 07957566741 or
email jen@metanoiaproject.co.uk.

We are asked to pray the Anima Chris
during this year of the 500th anniversary
of St. Igna us’ death.
Soul of Christ, sanc fy me.
Body of Christ, save me.
Blood of Christ, inebriate me.
Water from the side of Christ, wash me.
Passion of Christ, strengthen me.
O Good Jesus, hear me.
Within your wounds hide me.
Permit me not to be separated from you.
From the wicked foe, defend me.
At the hour of my death, call me
and bid me come to you
That with your saints I may praise you
For ever and ever. Amen.

Please pray for those making their First
Holy Communion next Sunday 22nd May
at the 10.15 Mass. Pray for them & their
families: Ernest; Ethan; Francis; Joan;
Maria; Martin; Olivia; Rachel.

ALL children
welcome during
10.15am Mass.

Please bring your red
Missio box for
emptying and leave it
in the sacristy
anytime between 14th
to 22nd May, thanks.

With the Jesuit Community for
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11:30 -12noon
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Acts 14:5-18
Acts 14:19-28
Acts 15:1-6
Acts 15:7-21
Acts 15:22-31
Acts 16:1-10

(Ps 113B)
(Ps 144)
(Ps 121)
(Ps 95)
(Ps 56)
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St Andrew Bobola SJ
St John 1
St Dunstan
St Bernadine of Sienna
St Christopher of Magallanes

Masses & Confession Times
Saturday
Confessions 11.15am to 12.15pm
Mass 12.15pm
Confessions 5 to 5.30pm
Vigil 5.35pm
Sunday
Masses 7, 10.15am & 4.30pm
Monday to Friday
Confessions 11.50am - 12.10pm

Mass 12.15pm
Monday
Adora on 11.30am-12pm
The church is open daily

Apoc 21:1-5
John 13:31-35
John 14:21-26
John 14:27-31
John15:1-8
John 15:9-11
John 15:12-17
John 15:18-21

YOUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR
those recently dead:
Fr Tom Shufflebotham SJ R.I.P.
(Requiem Mass Wednesday 1st June 12.15)
anniversaries: Marie Garlington
those who are sick: Susan Craft, Barbara
Clark, Pauline Wilding, Theresa Wilkinson,
Joyce Lyons & Simon Osborne

Saturday 10-6.15 Sunday 6.45-5.30
Monday, Thursday, Friday 11.30-6.00
Tuesday, Wednesday 11.30-5.30
Deaf Community Welcome
British Sign Language signed
Mass 4.30pm Sunday 8 May
with Fr Paul Fletcher SJ
Please sit in the front pews.

May’s Inten on
For faith-filled young people
We pray for all young people, called to live life
to the fullest; may they see in Mary’s life the
way to listen, the depth of discernment, the
courage that faith generates and the
dedication to service.

Signed Mass recordings at www.catholicdeaf.org.uk

Sanctuary Bookshop is now open most Monday & Fridays 11.15 to 1.30 with tea & coﬀee
a er Monday & Friday Mass, also during Coﬀee a er 10.15 Mass on Sunday

