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4th Sunday of the Year

Love is pa ent and kind
When I prepare couples for marriage, I always ask them to choose their readings
together. Then I ask them to e-mail me: "Why did you choose those readings?” The
second reading of today’s Mass, St. Paul’s hymn to love, is one they o en choose.
Their answers are interes ng. They say they did not choose the passage because it
expresses the depth and sincerity of their love, but because it presents a prac cal
ideal to work at for the future. Not just to work at by themselves, but with God’s
grace working in and with them. They recognize that it will take me really to know
each other, really to accept and overcome diﬃcult situa ons, even arguments and
silences. All that needs me to deal with.
St. Paul was certainly aware of the need for me if we are to grow in love of
neighbour. That’s true of all our rela onships with others. Love has to be pa ent and
kind, he says. To overcome our tendency to selfishness takes me. Not to take
oﬀence or be resen ul or jealous, to overcome all the hurt and anger inside us, that
needs pa ence and me.
All this can help us understand something very surprising that happened in today’s
gospel: the way anger erupted among the people of Nazareth over Jesus’ cri cism of
them, and their jealousy of his wisdom (which shows his humility in having lived so
quietly among them all those years and they hadn’t no ced.) Their passionate
outburst was so sudden, as can happen in a crowd. ‘Everyone in the synagogue was
enraged.’ They needed
me to think, they needed
pa ence with their emo
ons. A lesson for us all
that St. Paul himself most
certainly had to learn. His
le ers show he had a quick
temper, but also tremen
dous love.

T.N, S.J.

Please continue to use face coverings,
sanitiser, and social distancing.
The Church will remain open between Masses on Saturday and
Sunday, also as the Church is used for our 2 homeless drop ins on
Tuesdays and Wednesdays it will remain open until the volunteers need to set
up approx. 5.30pm. Monday, Thursday and Friday open until 6pm.
Sanctuary Books normally opens on Mondays and Fridays 11.15am to 1.30pm,
including providing tea & coffee after Monday & Friday Mass when volunteers are
available. Other opening days will depend on the recruitment of new volunteers. If you are
interested in helping please contact Geoff 07932 792773.

to each other and our views about how the Church
should develop in the future. We will be having the last
of our meetings. You are still welcome to attend. There
is a choice of three meeting times Monday 31st Jan
after the 12.15pm Mass, or in the evening at 7.00pm,
or Saturday 5th Feb at 10.30am. To protect one
another, it might be helpful if people wore masks and, if
possible, did a lateral flow test before coming to the
meeting. It is important to stick to the same time each
week so the group can get to know each other.

because of drought,
collapsing economy,
food shortages, conflict,
and COVID.
You can donate on the
CAFOD website:
cafod.org.uk/
AfghanistanAppeal

Church Opening Times
Saturdays: 10am to 6.15pm
Sundays: 6.45am to 5.30pm
Monday, Thursday and Friday: 11.30 to 6pm
Tuesday and Wednesday: 11.30 to 5.30pm
Public Masses & Confession Times
Saturday Confessions 11.15am to 12.15pm
Mass 12.15pm Confessions 5 to 5.30pm
Sunday Masses at 7am, 10.15am & 4.30pm
Monday to Friday Confessions 11.50 to 12.10
Mass 12.15pm

If any child in Year 3 or above
would like to make their First
Holy Communion this year
please make contact with
Monica Holdsworth as soon as
possible:
holdsworthmonica@gmail.com

Beatification of Fr. Rutilio Grande SJ

Fr Rutilio

Fr Cosme

Jesuit priest Rutilio Grande of El Salvador was beatified on
Saturday 22nd January in San Salvador along with two lay
companions and Franciscan Father Cosme Spessotto. All
were victims of murder at the hands of death squads during
years of terror in El Salvador and were martyrs for faith and
justice. Rutilio Grande and his two companions died on 12th
March 1977. They were shot down by gunmen acting for the
then government.
In a video message, Fr. Arturo Sosa, Superior General of
the Jesuits, said: “Fr. Rutilio Grande was a Jesuit of
Nelson Lemus
Manuel
unsuspected human and religious dimensions. In his
Assistant
Solorzano
weakness he found his greatness. (...) He knew how to be a
Sacristan
counselor, an understanding and kind companion, and at the same time firm and
serious about the Christian life and the responsible exercise of the priestly ministry. The
peasant population, of which he himself was a part and which he served with dedication in
his pastoral service, found in him a close, self-sacrificing and loving religious, ordained
priest to share life with the community of the followers of Jesus who witness to the Good
News.”
The beatification ceremony was performed by Cardinal Gregorio Rosa Chávez. Father
Pascual Cebollada, Postulator of the Cause, represented Father General at the ceremony.
He says about his experience: “It was a consolation to read about the life of Rutilio, to see
– something all Jesuits are called to –
.”

Fr Rutilio

Thursday 3 February
Feast of St Blaise
There will be
The Blessing of
The Throats
after 12.15pm Mass
Ascent Group

at 11 am on
Thursdays.

Coffee from 10.45am. New and
returning members most welcome.

An evening
of prayer &
praise,
through music, scripture, talk &
Adoration.
Please do join us @ 7.30 pm
Friday 4th February.

During
10.15am Mass.
ALL children welcome.
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THIS WEEK’S READINGS
Sun 30

4th Sunday

Jer 1:4-5,17-19

(Ps 70)

Mon 31
Tue 1
Wed 2
Thu 3
Fri 4
Sat 5

St John Bosco 2 Sam 15:13-14,30;16:5-13
Feria
2 Sam 18:9-10,14,24-25,30-19:3
The Presentation
Malachi 3:1-4
Feria St Blaise
1 Kings 2:1-4,10-12
Feria
Ecclus 47:2-11
St Agatha
1 Kings 3:4-13

1 Cor 12:31-13:13
Luke 4:21-30
(Ps 3)
Mark 5:1-20
(Ps 85)
Mark 5:21-43
(Ps 23)
Luke 2:22-42
(1 Chron 29)
Mark 6:7-13
(Ps 17)
Mark 6:14-29
(Ps 118)
Mark 6:30-34

We are asked to pray the Anima Chris
during this year of the 500th anniversary
St. Igna us’ death.

YOUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR
those recently dead:
Kathleen Marie Lightfoot
Soul of Christ, sanc fy me.
Requiem Mass 1st Feb 12.15
Body of Christ, save me.
Dorothy Sumner Service 10.00am 3rd Feb
Blood of Christ, inebriate me.
Water from the side of Christ, wash me. Anniversaries: Marie Murray, John Killeen,
Passion of Christ, strengthen me.
Mary Duckworth.
O Good Jesus, hear me.
those who are sick:
Within your wounds hide me.
Pauline Wilding, Theresa Wilkinson,
Permit me not to be separated from you.
Simon Osborne, Joyce Lyons, Susan Craft,
From the wicked foe, defend me.
John Browne, Barbara Clark, & their carers
At the hour of my death, call me
and bid me come to you
That with your saints I may praise you
For ever and ever. Amen.

Deaf Community Welcome
British Sign Language signed
Mass 4.30pm Sunday 13 February
with Fr Paul Fletcher SJ.
Please sit in the front pews.

February’s
Inten on
For religious sisters and consecrated women

We pray for religious sisters and
consecrated women; thanking
them for their mission and their
courage; may they con nue to find
new responses to the challenges
of our mes.
Signed Mass recordings at www.catholicdeaf.org.uk

Sanctuary Bookshop is now open most Monday & Fridays 11.15 to 1.30 including tea &
coﬀee a er Monday & Friday Mass (or contact Geoﬀ 07932 792773 to arrange other mes)

