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St. Wilfrid’s Parish, Preston

3rdSunday of Advent

In recent weeks our Sunday bidding prayers
have included the prayer: We pray for the
Church as she embarks on the synodal journey.
We pray that we may listen attentively and
respectfully to one another. Lord hear us. You
may perhaps wonder what this means.
Synods are church meetings where bishops
and others gather to listen to each other
and propose ways forward. Synods have been part of the Church’s life since the
beginning. We see that in the Acts of the Apostles where the leaders of the Church
meet to discuss the fact that the Church now includes gentiles as well as Jews.
St Wilfrid is famous for his involvement in the Synod of Whitby where Church
leaders met under the King of Northumbria to discuss issues between the Celtic
and Roman churches. Since Vatican II the bishops of the Church have met
regularly in meetings convened by the Pope to discuss different topics. Pope
Francis has been very keen to see this way of working as something characteristic
of the whole Church and not just the bishops. He is inviting us all to listen to each
other and submit our ideas in preparation for a Synod of Bishops in 2023. This
does not take away from the responsibility of the Pope and the Bishops for the
governance of the Church. It is not turning the Church into a democracy.
However, it is bringing home that all of us have our part to play and have our
voice.
The key to this is listening. Listening involves openness and mutual respect. It is
not an argument, or a chance to push my own hobby horse. It involves
recognising the presence of the Holy Spirit in each one of us and seeking to
discern that voice. The idea is that we make our contribution in groups in the
Parish and the results go into a survey which will go live on the Diocesan website
on 15th December. This then contributes to the discussions of the Bishops of
England and Wales and to the Synod in Rome. My plans for organising this
discussion and setting up groups have been rather stymied by the upsurge in
Covid19 but I will be providing some more details shortly. In the meantime, let us
pray for the grace to play our part, listen respectfully and make our contribution as
we seek to listen to what the Spirit is saying to us.
Chris Pedley SJ

Moves towards normality in church and parish centre.
Please continue to use face coverings,
sanitiser, and social distancing.

The Church will now remain open between Masses on Saturday
and Sunday. As the Church is used for our 2 homeless drop ins on
Tuesdays and Wednesdays it will remain open on these days until the
volunteers need to set up approx. 5.30pm.
Monday, Thursday and Friday the church will be open until 6pm.
Sanctuary Books has reopened on Mondays and Fridays 11.15am to 1.30pm,
including providing tea & coffee after Monday & Friday Mass when volunteers are
available. Other opening days will depend on the recruitment of new volunteers. If
you are interested in helping please contact Geoff 07932 792773.
Tea & Coffee after Sunday 10.15am Mass will be available when volunteers are
available, if you are willing to help please contact Geoff.

Church Opening Times

Saturdays: 10am to 6.15pm
Sundays: 6.45am to 5.30pm
Monday, Thursday and Friday: 11.30 to 6pm
Tuesday and Wednesday: 11.30 to 5.30pm

Missio Red Boxes:

Thanks for your contributions
£505.07 was banked.

Sanctuary Books
A range of Christmas Cards, Cribs
and figures of various sizes,
Catholic Diaries, Calendars, and
Christmas Gifts are now available.
Open most Mondays and Fridays
11.15-1.30. On a Tuesday, and
after 10.15 Mass on Sunday,
there is often someone with a key in the
Parish Centre who can open it if you are
passing. (closed 24th, 27th & 31st December)
at 10.15am Mass. ALL
children welcome.

Ascent Group at 11 am on
Thursdays. Coffee from 10.45am.

New and returning members most
welcome.

The next meeting of
the Faith and
Justice Group,
to which all are
invited, is after the
10.15 Mass on
Sunday 16th January (Peace
Sunday) in the Parish Centre.
Friday 17th
December
7.30pm in
Church.
Contact jen@metanoiaproject.co.uk

Public Masses & Confession Times

Saturday Confessions 11.15am to 12.15pm
Mass 12.15pm Confessions 5 to 5.30pm Vigil Mass 5.35pm
Sunday Masses at 7am, 10.15am & 4.30pm
Monday to Friday Confessions 11.50am to 12.10pm Mass at 12.15pm

Advent Calendar Dates

Friday 10th
December @ 7pm
Parish Christmas
Quiz
In aid of the Jude Christian
Orphanage in Zambia. See
Maria or Geoff for tickets.
Sunday 19th
December
Christingle for
Little Church at
10.15 Mass
th

Sunday19
December@6pm
Taize Music and
Reflection
18th & 19th
December
JRS Advent Appeal

Christmas
at
St Wilfrid’s
Friday December 24th
Weekday Mass 12.15pm
Confessions 11.50am & 2pm
Carol Service 7.30 pm
First Mass of Christmas
8pm
Saturday 25th December
Mass 7am and 10.15am,
no evening Mass
Sunday 26th December
Mass at 7am, 10.15am &
4.30pm

Advent Action
In the first weekend of Advent a total of
£255 was spent at our Fairtrade Stall.
Last weekend our annual
Christmas card
campaign to the Christians in the
Holy Land 100 cards were signed
and posted to Jerusalem for
distribution in the parishes in the
Old City of Jerusalem, Beit Sahour
(Shepherds’ Fields area of
Bethlehem) & Gaza parishes in
Palestine, as well as to the Pastoral centre for
Migrant Workers in Tel Aviv in Israel.
This week we invite you to
join THE CLIMATE

COALITION THE
PROOF IS IN THE
PUDDING
Boris Johnson spoke
some strong words
about climate change at COP26 – but will the UK
government follow through? When it comes to
climate action, the proof is in the pudding.
At home this week join us in sending Boris
Johnson a Christmas card in the post to help
ensure promises made at COP26 are kept.
We’re calling on the UK Government to use the
remaining UK COP presidency in 2022 to:
• Ensure countries deliver stronger national
plans to keep 1.5°C alive
• Secure more ambitious climate finance
commitments
• Press for finance for climate-related loss &
damage
• Lead on drawing the fossil fuel era to a close
and a just transition to renewables.
SEND A CARD TO BORIS JOHNSON
Make your voice heard by sending a Christmas
card to the Prime Minister calling for greater
climate ambition. Just follow these simple steps:
1. Choose/create your card. A shop-bought one
works fine, or you may like to create a
homemade card that represents your message.
2. Write your message. You can use the
message from the giant Christmas card above
as a starting point. For even more impact,
personalise it and make it your own.
https://www.theclimatecoalition.org/take-action
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This Week’s Readings
Sun 12 3rd Sunday of Advent
Gaudete Sunday
Mon 13 St Lucy
Tue 14 St John of the Cross
Wed 15 Feria
Thu 16 Feria
Fri 17 Feria
Sat 18 Feria

Zeph 3:14-18

(Is 12)

Numbers 24:2-7,15-17
Zeph 3:1-2,9-13
Isaiah 45:6-8,18,21-26
Isaiah 54:1-10
Gen 49:2,8-10
Jer 23:5-8

(Ps 24)
(Ps 33)
(Ps 84)
(Ps 29)
(Ps 71)
(Ps 71)

YOUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR
those recently dead:
Anniversaries: Fr Jimmy Langan SJ,
Ian Melling, Frances Plaı .
those who are sick: Pauline Wilding
Theresa Wilkinson, Simon Osborne,
Joyce Lyons, Susan Craı , John Browne,
Barbara Clark, & their carers.
How to make a donaı on to the parish by
bank transfer

If you wish to make a donaı on to St. Wilfrid’s
Parish by bank transfer the account is
St. Wilfred’s Parish Account (please note the ‘e’)
Account no. 12585636
Sort code 162833
RBS Preston Fishergate Branch.
Struggle to follow and lip-read the Mass?
Want to join in a BSL/SSE signed Mass with
family, friends and parishioners??
Come to our monthly signed parish Masses 2nd
Sundays monthly at 4:30pm next Mass on
December 12th.
Signed Mass recordings at
www.catholicdeaf.org.uk

Phil 4 :4-7
Luke 3:10-18
Matt 21:23-27
Matt 21:28-32
Luke 7:19-23
Luke 7:24-30
Matt 1:1-17
Matt 1:18-24

We are asked to pray the Anima Chrisı
during this year of the 500th anniversary St.
Ignaı us’ death.
Soul of Christ, sancı fy me.
Body of Christ, save me.
Blood of Christ, inebriate me.
Water from the side of Christ, wash me.
Passion of Christ, strengthen me.
O Good Jesus, hear me.
Within your wounds hide me.
Permit me not to be separated from you.
From the wicked foe, defend me.
At the hour of my death, call me
and bid me come to you
That with your saints I may praise you
For ever and ever. Amen.

December’s
Intention
Let us pray for the catechists,
summoned to announce the Word of
God: may they be its witnesses, with
courage and creativity and in the
power of the Holy Spirit.

Sanctuary Bookshop is now open most Monday & Fridays 11.15 to 1.30 including tea &
coﬀee aı er Monday & Friday Mass (or contact Geoﬀ 07932 792773)

