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3rd Sunday of the Year
JESUS’S SELF-INTRODUCTION

You'll surely agree that introducing yourself is not easy;  introducing who you are and what 
you stand for is harder still, even nerve-wracking.  A 14th century Pope had a project in 
mind and, wanting the best painter for the job, he sent a courtier to interview candidates. 
Here was GIOTTO's chance to make an impression. He simply took a sheet of paper and, 
freehand, drew a large circle – a perfect circle – and handed it to the Pope's envoy.  He got 
the job: for an artist a brilliant self-introduction.
A certain pompous Jesuit, years ago, faced his class for the first time and to introduce 
himself wrote his surname on the board, saying “It means firebrand”. A disastrous 
introduction – the class fell about laughing.
When Pope Francis was elected he introduced himself to the crowd in St Peter's Square. 
His first two words were stunning in their quiet simplicity: “Buona sera!” (“Good 
evening!”). It showed he would be a Pope not aloof but close to the people.   How would 
you introduce yourself and what you stand for, if shyness were not a problem?

In Nazareth the young Jesus would normally need no 
introduction: he was a village lad, one of their own. 
But now it was different. The years of his 'hidden life' 
were over. The Kingdom of God was now to spread 
through him, his words, his actions, his miracles – his 
Gospel. And today's passage from Luke shows his self
-announcement, his 'manifesto'.    
“The spirit of the Lord has been given to me, for 
he has anointed me.
He has sent me to bring the good news to the 
poor, to proclaim liberty to captives and to the 
blind new sight, to set the downtrodden free, to 
proclaim the Lord's year of favour”.
Jesus is modelling his programme on a passage from 
the prophet Isaiah, but what he leaves out is as 
significant as what he emphasises.   COMPASSION 
FOR THE NEEDY is the heart of it; what he omits 
from Isaiah is “VENGEANCE”.

Christians have sometimes been as conspicuous for a spirit of vengeance as for compassion 
(we're not alone in that, of course).  But if we are to be in close companionship with Jesus 
it is our compassion for the needy that must shine out.  And towards those who disagree 
with us? A readiness to listen respectfully, even compassionately TS



Public Masses & Confession Times
Saturday Confessions 11.15am to 12.15pm  
Mass 12.15pm  Confessions 5 to 5.30pm  

Sunday  Masses at 7am, 10.15am & 4.30pm 
Monday to Friday Confessions 11.50 to 12.10  

Mass 12.15pm

Please continue to use face coverings, 
sanitiser, and social distancing. 
The Church will remain open between Masses on Saturday and 
Sunday, also as the Church is used for our 2 homeless drop ins on 
Tuesdays and Wednesdays it will remain open until the volunteers need to set 
up approx. 5.30pm.  Monday, Thursday and Friday open until 6pm.
Sanctuary Books normally opens on Mondays and Fridays 11.15am to 1.30pm, 
including providing tea & coffee after Monday & Friday Mass when volunteers are 
available.  Other opening days will depend on the recruitment of new volunteers. If you are 
interested in helping please contact Geoff 07932 792773.
Tea & Coffee after Sunday 10.15am Mass will be available when volunteers are available, if 
you are willing to help please contact Geoff.

Church Opening Times
Saturdays: 10am to 6.15pm
Sundays: 6.45am to  5.30pm

Monday, Thursday and Friday: 11.30 to 6pm
Tuesday and Wednesday: 11.30 to 5.30pm

This is may be a bit difficult in view of Covid19.  However, for those who are 
happy to meet in person there is a choice of three meeting times Monday 
afternoon after the 12.15pm Mass, Monday evening at 7.00pm or 
Saturday Morning at 10.30am.  We are meeting in the weeks beginning 
17th January, 24th January and 31st January.  To protect one another, it 
might be helpful if people wore masks and, if possible, did a lateral flow test 
before coming to the meeting.  It is important to stick to the same time each 
week so the group can get to know each other.  
For those who do not want to meet in person but would be happy to meet via 
Zoom please email me on cpedleysj@jesuit.org.uk and I will arrange a link.

If any child in Year 3 or above 
would like to make their First 
Holy Communion this year 
please make contact with 
Monica Holdsworth as soon as 
possible: 
holdsworthmonica@gmail.com



The Faith and Justice 
Group, planned for 
January has been 

cancelled. Everyone is 
welcome to meet with 

Lynn from Jesuit 
Missions after 10.15 

Mass this Sunday over coffee.

Ascent 
Group 

at 11 am on Thursdays. 
Coffee from 10.45am. New and 
returning members most welcome.

our 

donation of £1700 in support of the work 
of JRS UK, (this figure includes both the 
collection at the end of Mass on the day of the 
appeal and the money donated to the JRS 
slots in the Narthex Safes.)
JRS Prayer Cards and donation envelopes are still 
available in the Narthex. The website www.jrsuk.net also 
has information on their work, prayer resources and 
details of the governments Immigration Plans and how 
you can advocate in solidarity.

Christian Unity Week
St George’s, Preston and 
Metanoia are coming together in 
prayer for Christian Unity Week. 
It would be wonderful for our 
parish to join us and pray for our 
parish, communities, the city of 
Preston & the Church as a whole.
Friday 21st January at 7.30pm 
Unveiled, St Wilfrid’s Church
Monday 24th January at 4.30pm St 
George’s Church

Jesuit Missions Parish Appeal
This weekend, Lynn McWilliams from Jesuit Missions is visiting 
St Wilfrid’s Parish to make their annual appeal. Jesuit Missions 
is the international development agency for the Jesuits in 
Britain. We support Jesuits and their partners who work with 
poor and marginalised people in Africa, Asia and Amazonia. A 
diverse range of projects, including environmental 
sustainability, skills training, women’s empowerment, and 
education help to create a more just world.
Learn more about our programmes and campaigns, as well as 
ways that you can get involved. Jesuit Missions Gift Aid 

envelopes will be available to complete. Jesuit Missions is part of the 
international Xavier Network. After 10.15 Mass on Sunday you are welcome 
to come and talk to Lynn over coffee in the Parish Centre.
For more information see https://jesuitmissions.org.uk/

Sanctuary Books
Diocesan Directories & Catholic 
Diaries are still available. Easter and 
St Patrick’s Cards now in stock.
Open most Mondays and Fridays 
11.15-1.30. On a Tuesday, and after 
10.15 Mass on Sunday, there is often 
someone with a key in the Parish 
Centre who can open it. 

During 
10.15am 
Mass.         ALL children welcome. 



St Wilfrid’s Presbytery, 1 Winckley Square, Preston, PR1 3JJ
(01772) 555244   

Parish Priest: Fr. Chris Pedley SJ  (555244)  cpedleysj@jesuit.org.uk
Deacon (Retired): Rev. Bill Adams (726653) (07866104144)
Parish Administrator  (554396)  stwilfridspa@gmail.com
Superior of the Jesuit Community: Fr. Paul Fletcher SJ  paulmfletchersj@gmail.com

Parish Website www.stwilfridspreston.org.uk

YOUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR
those recently dead: Teresa O’Neill,
Kathleen Marie Lightfoot (Requiem Mass 
12.15pm 1st Feb), Dorothy Sumner (Funeral 
Service at 10am 3rd Feb) 
Anniversaries: 
Barbara Lydiate, Teresa Possamai
those who are sick: 
Pauline Wilding, Theresa Wilkinson, 
Simon Osborne, Joyce Lyons, Susan Craft, 
John Browne, Barbara Clark, & their carers

THIS WEEK’S READINGS
Sun 23 3rd Sunday Nehem 8:2-6,8-10 (Ps 18) 1 Cor 12:12-30

Luke 1:1-4;4:14-21
Mon 24 St Francis de Sales 2 Sam 5:1-7,10 (Ps 88) Mark 3:22-30
Tue 25 Conversion of St Paul Acts 22:3-16 (Ps 116) Mark 16:15-18
Wed 26 Sts Timothy & Titus 2 Tim 1:1-8 (Ps 95) Mark 4:1-20
Thu 27 Feria 2 Sam 7:18-19,24-29 (Ps 131) Mark 4:21-25
Fri 28 St Thomas Aquinas 2 Sam 11:1-10,13-17 (Ps 50) Mark 4:26-34
Sat 29 Feria 2 Sam 12:1-7,10-17 (Ps 50) Mark 4:35-41

January’s Inten on
We pray for all those suffering 

from religious discrimina on and 
persecu on. May their rights and 

dignity as members of the 
human family be recognised.

Sanctuary Bookshop is now open most Monday & Fridays 11.15 to 1.30 including tea & 
coffee a er Monday & Friday Mass (or contact Geoff 07932 792773)

We are asked to pray the Anima Chris   
during this year of the 500th  anniversary 
St. Igna us’ death. 

Soul of Christ, sanc fy me.
Body of Christ, save me.

Blood of Christ, inebriate me.
Water from the side of Christ, wash me.

Passion of Christ, strengthen me.
O Good Jesus, hear me.

Within your wounds hide me.
Permit me not to be separated from you.

From the wicked foe, defend me.
At the hour of my death, call me

and bid me come to you
That with your saints I may praise you

For ever and ever. Amen. 

Deaf Community Welcome 
British Sign Language signed Mass 
4.30pm Sunday 13 February with 

Fr Paul Fletcher SJ. 
Please sit in the front pews. 

Signed Mass recordings at www.catholicdeaf.org.uk


