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St. Wilfrid’s Parish, Preston

2nd SUNDAY of EASTER

We are helped by the doubt of
Thomas
You have learnt from St. Ignatius in his
Cannon Ball year the value of imagining
yourself present in the gospel scene you
are meditating. Let us do that with today’s
gospel. See the disciples in the large upper
room where they celebrated the Passover
meal with Jesus before his death on the
cross. We remembered that on Maundy
Thursday. Now, after Easter, it is a
dangerous time for them and the doors are
locked for fear of being hunted down and
attacked. The Risen Christ had appeared to
them here on Easter Sunday and they told
Incredulity of Thomas
Thomas about it later because he had not
Cima da Conegliano 1505
been with them.
This time you see Thomas coming in to join them, crestfallen and
uncertain. He could not bear to be with them before. He has been called
Doubting Thomas. But it was really because he loved his Master so
much. He was so deeply shaken by his death, he could not face being
hurt a second time. He had even said, when they went into danger to see
the sick Lazarus, “Let us go with him and die with him." Now he
demands proof that Jesus is really risen from the dead. "Otherwise”, he
says, "I refuse to believe.”
Jesus appears a second time. His whole demeanour is serenity and
peace, bright with light and life. He does not rebuke Thomas, but simply
gives him everything he asks for, to touch those wounds still in his
glorified body, the signs of his love. Then Thomas makes a great act of
faith, one of the greatest in all Scripture: “My Lord and my God”. Some
of you may have been taught to use those words when the Host is raised
at Mass. The doubt of Thomas, in fact, is a help for our doubt. Jesus says,
"Happy are those who have not seen and yet believe.”
Let us thank God for the gift of our faith and pray for any who have
stayed away from him through doubt, perhaps longer than Thomas, and
when we have doubted.
T.N.S.J.

Most of the Covid 19 restrictions have now been
removed but you are encouraged to continue to use
face coverings, sanitizer, and social distancing
when in the church.
at St
Service
unborn babies lost to abortion. Meet
on London Road, Preston – just north
of Ribble bridge. Bring a chair if
required. For info tel. 01772 723094.

Details of this and leaflet on the Divine
Mercy Novena starting on Good Friday are
in the Narthex.

HE IS RISEN INDEED. ALLELUIA ! ALLELUIA!
Thank you to all the people who made our Easter
celebration so prayerful and reflective.
Please visit our beautiful Easter Garden.
After the Easter break Little Church will resume this
Sunday 24th April at 10.15 Mass
The Bookshop will reopen on Monday 25th April

Second collection this (Divine
Mercy) Sunday (23rd/24th April)

St Wilfrid’s is holding a second collection for the Jesuit
Missions Ukraine Emergency Appeal, if you are a tax
payer there are Jesuit Missions envelopes in the Narthex to
fill out to help us claim the gift aid

Update on Ukraine from Jesuit Missions:

The world is grieving the atroci es in Bucha, where mass graves with more than 300
mu lated bodies have been uncovered.
More than 4 million people have already had to flee Ukraine, while around 6.5
million are es mated to be internally displaced. As of 3rd April, the UN was repor ng
at least 3,455 civilian casual es, including 1,417 killed and 2,038 injured.
The needs of the popula on in the face of this protracted crisis are con nuing to
grow and will impact the region for years to come. According to Ukrainian Economy
Minister, Ukraine has already suﬀered nearly US$565 billion in damages and losses.
In this context, Jesuits Missions is working with our partners in the Xavier Network
and JRS Europe along four main lines of ac on:
To welcome: by providing temporary shelters, food and other basics,
transport, opera ng call centres
To protect: through the provision of safe accommoda on, food and other
basics, legal assistance, psychosocial support, educa on and health
To promote: addressing the educa on and livelihood needs of refugees
To integrate: aiding reconcilia on, awareness raising and advocacy

If you prefer to donate online see https://jesuitmissions.org.uk/work/emergencies/
crisis-in-ukraine-2/ for more information and a link to the donations page.
Metanoia Project’s Drop In for
the homeless is looking for
volunteers. The Drop In runs
6.30 -8pm every Wednesday
evening in St Wilfrid’s Church.
The volunteers assist in setting
up and tidying away the space, providing
refreshments, assigning the needed clothing or
toiletries, as well as spending time listening and
talking with the people, so they are reminded of and
have an experience of God’s love and mercy. If
this sounds like a role you would like to give your
time to or you would like any more information,
please ring Jen 07957566741 or
email jen@metanoiaproject.co.uk.

We are asked to pray the Anima Chris
during this year of the 500th anniversary
of St. Igna us’ death.

Soul of Christ, sanc fy me.
Body of Christ, save me.
Blood of Christ, inebriate me.
Water from the side of Christ, wash me.
Passion of Christ, strengthen me.
O Good Jesus, hear me.
Within your wounds hide me.
Permit me not to be separated from you.
From the wicked foe, defend me.
At the hour of my death, call me
and bid me come to you
That with your saints I may praise you
For ever and ever. Amen.
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2nd Sunday of Easter

Acts 5:12-16

(Ps 117)

Mon 25
Tue 26
Wed 27
Thu 28
Fri 29
Sat 30

St Mark
Feria
St Peter Canisius
Feria
St Catherine of Sienna
Feria

1 Peter 5:5-14,
Acts 4:32-37
Acts 5:17-26
Acts 5:27-33
1 John 1:5-2:2
Acts 6:1-7

(Ps 88)
(Ps 92)
(Ps 33)
(Ps 33)
(Ps 102)
(Ps 32)

Masses & Confession Times
Saturday
Confessions 11.15am to 12.15pm
Mass 12.15pm
Confessions 5 to 5.30pm
Vigil 5.35pm
Sunday
Masses 7, 10.15am & 4.30pm
Monday to Friday
Confessions 11.50am - 12.10pm

Mass 12.15pm
Monday
Adora on 11.30am-12pm
The church is open daily
Saturday 10-6.15 Sunday 6.45-5.30
Monday, Thursday, Friday 11.30-6.00
Tuesday, Wednesday 11.30-5.30

Apoc 1:9-13,17-19
John 20:19-31
Mark 16:15-20
John 3:7b-15
John 3:16-21
John 3:31-36
Matt 11:25-30
John 6:16-21

YOUR PRAYERS ARE
ASKED FOR
those recently dead:
Sadly Fr Tony Nye SJ of
the Preston Jesuit
Community died
suddenly this week.
Funeral arrangements to
be announced.
Anniversaries: Agnes Bedford
those who are sick: Susan Craft, Pauline
Wilding, Theresa Wilkinson, Simon Osborne,
Joyce Lyons, Barbara Clark.

Deaf Community Welcome
British Sign Language signed
Mass 4.30pm Sunday 8 May
with Fr Paul Fletcher SJ
Please sit in the front pews.
Signed Mass recordings at www.catholicdeaf.org.uk

April’s Inten on
For health care workers

We pray for health care workers who serve
the sick and elderly, especially the poorest:
may they be adequately supported by
governments and local communities.

Sanctuary Bookshop is now open most Monday & Fridays 11.15 to 1.30 with tea &
coﬀee a er Monday & Friday Mass, also during Coﬀee a er 10.15 Mass on Sunday

