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St. Wilfrid’s Parish, Preston

2nd Sunday of Advent
PREPARING FOR
CHRISTMAS

How did John the Baptist prepare
people for the coming of Christ?
By his powerful words, but not only
words; by his witness, the way he
lived his faith in poverty out in the
desert. His message was one of
repentance for the way they were
really living out their faith, or
rather not living it. Baptism in the River Jordan was a practical sign
of that. In the readings of Advent we are given a spiritual
preparation for Christmas urging us too to live out our faith
sincerely. That preparation is also practical, especially for mothers
and fathers of families. Let us keep them especially in our prayers at
a time when prices are going up and stretching their budgets. What
they are doing is on behalf of their children. It is also preparing for
Christ who said “Whatever you did for the least of these, you did
for me.”
I remember my mother during the war when everything was scarce
and rationed. Getting the ingredients for the Christmas cake was
very difficult, no currants, no sultanas. She had the bright idea of
cutting up prunes. That cake was heavy! My brother Don said, “If you
put the fattest person in the world on one side of the scales and
Mum’s cake on the other, Mum’s cake would go down with a bang.”
Typical of an easy going youngster, as my mother was doing her level
best to give us a good Christmas while my father was away in the
army. There is a rather different challenge now.
Let us pray for families doing their best to prepare for a good
Christmas for their children; those who share our faith and many
around us who do not. I am sure Our Lord is quietly close to them all
in their shopping and Mary and Joseph too are with them in their
efforts, even if they may not be aware of it.
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Moves towards normality in church and parish centre.
Please continue to use face coverings,
sanitiser, and social distancing.
The Church will now remain open between Masses on Saturday
and Sunday. As the Church is used for our 2 homeless drop ins on
Tuesdays and Wednesdays it will remain open on these days until the
volunteers need to set up approx. 5.30pm.
Monday, Thursday and Friday the church will be open until 6pm.
Sanctuary Books has reopened on Mondays and Fridays 11.15am to 1.30pm,
including providing tea & coffee after Monday & Friday Mass when volunteers are
available. Other opening days will depend on the recruitment of new volunteers. If
you are interested in helping please contact Geoff 07932 792773.
Tea & Coffee after Sunday 10.15am Mass will be available when volunteers are
available, if you are willing to help please contact Geoff.

Church Opening Times
Saturdays: 10am to 6.15pm
Sundays: 6.45am to 5.30pm
Monday, Thursday and Friday: 11.30 to 6pm
Tuesday and Wednesday: 11.30 to 5.30pm

Missio Red Boxes: Please
collect emptied boxes from the
Sacristy after Masses this
weekend.

Sanctuary Books
A range of Christmas Cards, Cribs
and figures of various sizes,
Catholic Diaries, Calendars, and
Christmas Gifts are now available.
Open most Mondays and Fridays
11.15-1.30. On a Tuesday, and
after 10.15 Mass on Sunday,
there is often someone with a key in the
Parish Centre who can open it if you are
passing.
at 10.15am Mass. ALL
children welcome.
Saturday
Sunday
Monday to Friday

Ascent Group at 11 am on
Thursdays in the Parish
Centre. Coffee from 10.45am. New

and returning members most welcome.

The next meeting of
the Faith and
Justice Group,
to which all are
invited, is after the
10.15 Mass this
Sunday 5th December in the
Parish Centre.
Friday 3rd
&17th
December
7.30pm in
Church.
Contact jen@metanoiaproject.co.uk

Advent Calendar Dates
th

Sunday 5
December @ 6pm
Exposition and
Sung Evening
Prayer
th
th
4 & 5 December
Christmas
Greeting Card Signing
to Parishes in the Holy
Land

Friday 10th December @ 7pm
Parish Christmas Quiz
In aid of the Jude Christian
Orphanage in Zambia. See
Maria or Geoff for tickets.
Sunday 19th December
Christingle for Little Church
at 10.15 Mass
Sunday19th
December@6pm
Taize Music and
Reflection
18th & 19th
December
JRS Advent
Appeal

Christmas
Gifts for the
Homeless.

Like last year, the Tuesday Night
' Drop In ' Group would like to be
able to give a Christmas Bag of
goodies to our Tuesday night
guests.
As you can see from the picture
you were so generous last year,
and the delight on being
presented with a Christmas
goodie bag was so joyous. We
would be grateful if you could
support us again this year. Items
which would be very useful
include male
& female
toiletries,
sweets,
chocolates,
gloves, hats,
socks, festive food - in fact
anything which would contribute
towards a festive goodie bag.
Your donations can be handed
in at the Parish Centre on
- 6:00 or

Thank you.

Christmas at
St Wilfrid’s
Friday December 24th
Weekday Mass 12.15pm
Carol Service 7.30 pm
th

December
10.15am, no evening Mass
th
December
7am, 10.15am & 4.30pm

This weekend will
see our annual
Christmas card
campaign to the
Christians in the
Holy Land.
Before the pandemic
a great number
Christmas cards were
sent to Jerusalem for distribution to
different catholic parishes in the
land where Jesus was born.
After being unable to do it last year
let's have great response this year.
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Baruch 5:1-9

(Ps 125)

Mon 6 Feria
Tue 7 St Ambrose
Wed 8 The Immaculate Conception

Isaiah 35:1-10
Isaiah 40:1-11
Gen 3:9-15,20

(Ps 84)
(Ps 95)
(Ps 97)

Thu 9 Feria
Fri 10 Feria
Sat 11 Feria

Isaiah 41:13-20
Isaiah 48:17-19
Ecclus 48:1-4,9-11

(Ps 144)
(Ps 1)
(Ps 79)

YOUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR
those recently dead:
Anniversaries: John Calligan
those who are sick: Pauline Wilding
Theresa Wilkinson, Simon Osborne,
Joyce Lyons, Susan Cra , John Browne,
Barbara Clark, & their carers.
How to make a dona on to the parish by
bank transfer
If you wish to make a dona on to St. Wilfrid’s
Parish by bank transfer the account is
St. Wilfred’s Parish Account (please note the ‘e’)
Account no. 12585636
Sort code 162833
RBS Preston Fishergate Branch.
Struggle to follow and lip-read the Mass?
Want to join in a BSL/SSE signed Mass with
family, friends and parishioners??
Come to our monthly signed parish Masses 2nd
Sundays monthly at 4:30pm next Mass on
December 12th.
Signed Mass recordings at
www.catholicdeaf.org.uk

Phil 1 :3-6,8-11
Luke 3:1-6
Luke 5:17-26
Matt 18:12-14
Eph 1:3-6,11-12
Luke 1:26-38
Matt 11:11-15
Matt 11:16-19
Matt 17:10-13

We are asked to pray the Anima Chris
during this year of the 500th anniversary St.
Igna us’ death.
Soul of Christ, sanc fy me.
Body of Christ, save me.
Blood of Christ, inebriate me.
Water from the side of Christ, wash me.
Passion of Christ, strengthen me.
O Good Jesus, hear me.
Within your wounds hide me.
Permit me not to be separated from you.
From the wicked foe, defend me.
At the hour of my death, call me
and bid me come to you
That with your saints I may praise you
For ever and ever. Amen.

December’s
Intention
Let us pray for the catechists,
summoned to announce the Word of
God: may they be its witnesses, with
courage and creativity and in the
power of the Holy Spirit.

Sanctuary Bookshop is now open most Monday & Fridays 11.15 to 1.30 including tea &
coﬀee a er Monday & Friday Mass (or contact Geoﬀ 07932 792773 to arrange other mes )

