
St. Wilfrid’s Parish, Preston

Newsletter
2nd January, 2022

2nd Sunday after the Nativity
Christmas Season
We celebrate Christmas not just for 
one day, but for a season of 40 days. 
Shops have an even longer Christmas 
season. It starts much earlier and 
earlier. Let us compare these seasons. 
For shops they are for profit. For us 
Catholics they are celebrating Our 
Lord’s ‘special offer’ of salvation. He 

shares with us our humanity and became man, as we say in the creed, 
so that we can share the peace and joy, the forgiveness and 
liberation of His kingdom, 'on earth as it is in heaven.’
For shops their long season is to keep the jobs, the livelihood of 
their staff. That’s a good purpose. We understand that in this 
difficult time of pandemic. For us Catholics, indeed for all 
Christians, the season is to praise and thank God not just for our 
livelihood but for life itself, here on earth and after death, eternal 
life. We hear that in the solemn words of St. John’s gospel at Mass 
today:’ All that came to be had life in him and that life was the and 
that life was the light of men, a light that shines in the dark, a light 
that darkness could not overpower
For shops the Christmas season is vital to keep them going, 
especially at this time. The Christmas season keeps us going, to 
persevere in our faith, to make it real for us. When we visit and 
revisit the crib this can happen to us very simply. We see the Child 
in the manger and we become like children ourselves, however old we 
are. We wonder and become excited, as children do with their 
freshness and simplicity. It freshens our faith. This baby, so small 
and helpless, so humble, lying in the straw in a manger, so close to us, 
speaking to our hearts although unable to speak words, is God Made 
Man. He is with us in our everyday lives, in good times and bad, 
because He has shared and still shares our humanity through his 
teaching and example, through dying for us and rising from the dead. 
He is Emanuel, God with us. TN sj



Public Masses & Confession Times
Saturday Confessions 11.15am to 12.15pm  not Jan 1st

Mass 12.15pm  Confessions 5 to 5.30pm  
Vigil Mass 5.35pm not Jan 1st

Sunday  Masses at 7am, 10.15am & 4.30pm 
Monday to Friday Confessions 11.50 to 12.10  Mass 12.15pm

Please continue to use face coverings, 
sanitiser, and social distancing. 
The Church will remain open between Masses on Saturday and 
Sunday, also as the Church is used for our 2 homeless drop ins on 
Tuesdays and Wednesdays it will remain open until the volunteers need to set 
up approx. 5.30pm.  Monday, Thursday and Friday open until 6pm.
Sanctuary Books is closed until 7th January but normally opens on Mondays and 
Fridays 11.15am to 1.30pm, including providing tea & coffee after Monday & Friday 
Mass when volunteers are available.  Other opening days will depend on the recruitment of 
new volunteers. If you are interested in helping please contact Geoff 07932 792773.
Tea & Coffee after Sunday 10.15am Mass will be available when volunteers are 
available, if you are willing to help please contact Geoff.

Church Opening Times
Saturdays: 10am to 6.15pm
Sundays: 6.45am to  5.30pm

Monday, Thursday and Friday: 11.30 to 6pm
Tuesday and Wednesday: 11.30 to 5.30pm

The Bishops’ Statement 
Honouring Sunday reflected 
the pastoral situation of public 
worship in the light of the pandemic situation at this time. The Bishops 
have asked for all Catholics to reflect on their personal circumstances with 
respect to their attendance at public worship. Questions have been raised 
regarding the status of the Sunday Obligation. The Code of Canon Law 
states that “Sunday... is the primordial holy day of obligation” (Can. 
1246§1) and “the faithful are obliged to participate in the Mass.” (Can. 
1247)
At the beginning of the pandemic, from Friday 20th March 2020, the 
Bishops of England and Wales recognised that the participation of the 
faithful in the Sunday Eucharistic Celebration was prevented due to grave 
cause because of the inception of the covid-19 pandemic and stated that 
the Sunday obligation could not be fulfilled due to the inherent danger of 
the faithful gathering in churches for the Eucharistic celebration. On 
Monday 23rd March 2020, HM Government mandated the closure of places 
of worship along with other locations.
The Bishops, now having reflected on the current situation in England and 
Wales, recognise that the causes and effects of the pandemic are still 
present to such a degree that the absolute duty for all to freely attend the 
Sunday Eucharistic Celebration cannot yet be fulfilled. As such, they have 
asked that all Catholics now reflect on the centrality of the Eucharist to 
their own life of faith and take into consideration their personal 
circumstances and the reasons as to whether they can now attend the 
Sunday Eucharistic Celebration or otherwise. Should a person feel that 
grave cause honestly persists in their personal circumstances, there is no 
sin associated with their non-attendance at Mass, and they are encouraged 
to devote themselves to prayer at home. This may be achieved either 
through personal prayer or by participating with a live-streamed 
celebration of Mass from a Church.



New Year and Epiphany 
at St Wilfrid’s

Sat 1st January the 
Solemnity for Mary, 
Mother of God Mass 

12.15pm only 
As this Solemnity takes 

precedence over the 
Sunday Vigil Mass, there will be 

No Sunday Vigil Mass 
on New Year’s Day.

Sunday Masses for 2nd Jan will be 
7am, 10.15am & 4.30pm only.

Epiphany Mass Times
Wednesday 5th Jan 
Vigil Mass 5.35pm 

Thursday 6th January 
Mass at 12.15pm only

CAFOD is combining 
efforts with the DEC 
to launch the 
Afghanistan Crisis 
Appeal. In 
Afghanistan, 8 million 
people are on the 
brink of famine 

because of drought, collapsing 
economy, food shortages, conflict, 
and COVID. CAFOD is supporting 
sister Caritas agencies to reach 
communities most in need with 
food, clean water, and fuel. During 
Advent, when we open ourselves 
to the needs of others, let’s do all 
that we can to save lives. You can 
donate on the CAFOD website: 
cafod.org.uk/
AfghanistanAppeal and 
please pray for the people of 
Afghanistan

The next meeting of the Faith and Justice 
Group, to which all are invited, is after the 
10.15 Mass on Sunday 16th January 
(Peace Sunday) in the Parish Centre. 

Ascent Group 
has closed now 

for our Christmas break, 
reopens 13th January at 11 am.

Next Weekend is our Gift Sunday:
Each year at all Epiphany Masses we have a collection of gifts 
which we ask you to bring to the crib. As the Feast of the 
Epiphany has moved back  to January 6th rather than the 

nearest Sunday,  our usual Gift Sunday giving at the crib will be on  8th/9th January. 
Gifts you leave in the crib will be given to a number of local charities.

Men’s clothes and toiletries will be shared with the ACE Project of 
Caritas Care who work with men on their first days out of prison, men 
who if they are unable to return to family or friends won’t even have a 
change of underwear for the next day, to set them up with some of the 
basics to restart their lives. 

Metanoia Project has an outreach to the homeless each week in the 
Narthex on a Wednesday evening providing clothes, sleeping bags and 
toiletries. As well as trying to spend time listening to those who come along, 
treating them with the dignity they deserve as Children of God and sharing 
the Good News whenever possible.

Any excess women’s toiletries will be donated to Base 18, an outreach programme of 
the Foxton Centre.
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YOUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR
those recently dead: 
Anniversaries: Joe Clancy, Tom Burns, 
Pauline Bennion, Marie Doherty, 
Michael  Murphy.
those who are sick: Pauline Wilding 
Theresa Wilkinson, Simon Osborne, 
Joyce Lyons, Susan Craft, John Browne, 
Barbara Clark, & their carers.  

Sun 2 2nd Sunday after Ecclus 24:1-2 8-12 (Ps 147) Ephes 1:3-6,15-18
the Nativity John 1:1-18

Mon 3 Holy Name of Jesus Ecclus 51:11-17 (Ps 8) Phil 2:1-11
Luke 2:21-24

Tue 4 Feria 1 John 3:7-10 (Ps 97) John1:35-42
Wed 5 Feria 1 John 3:11-21 (Ps99) John1:43-51
Thu 6 Epiphany of the Lord Isaiah 60:1-6 (Ps 71) Eph 3:2-3,5-6

Matt 2:1-12
Fri 7 Feria 1 John 3:22-4:6 (Ps 2) Matt 4:12-17, 23-25
Sat 8 Feria 1 John 4:7-10 (Ps 71) Mark 6:34-44

January’s 
Intention

We pray for all those suffering from 
religious discrimination and 

persecution. May their rights and 
dignity as members of the human 

family be recognised.

Sanctuary Bookshop is now open most Monday & Fridays 11.15 to 1.30 including tea & 
coffee a er Monday & Friday Mass (or contact Geoff 07932 792773  to arrange other  mes )       

Closed 24 Dec,  reopen 7 Jan.

We are asked to pray the Anima Chris   
during this year of the 500th  anniversary St. 
Igna us’ death. 

Soul of Christ, sanc fy me.
Body of Christ, save me.

Blood of Christ, inebriate me.
Water from the side of Christ, wash me.

Passion of Christ, strengthen me.
O Good Jesus, hear me.

Within your wounds hide me.
Permit me not to be separated from you.

From the wicked foe, defend me.
At the hour of my death, call me

and bid me come to you
That with your saints I may praise you

For ever and ever. Amen. 

Signed Mass recordings at 
www.catholicdeaf.org.uk


