Newsletter
10th October, 2021

Preston Citizens Update
Through the method of Community Organising we enable
local leaders to develop their voice and come together
with the power and strategy to make real change.
The real Living Wage is the only UK wage rate that is voluntarily paid by over 7,000 UK businesses
who believe their staff deserves a wage which meets every day needs - like the weekly shop, or a
surprise trip to the dentist.
Over 250,000 employees have received a pay rise as a result of the Living Wage campaign and we
enjoy cross-party support. We have a broad range of employers accredited with the Foundation
including 2/5 of the FTSE 100 and big household names
Catholic Social Teaching & the Living Wage: The Bishops' Resolution draws upon the wealth of
theological support that the Church has for a 'just wage' and recognised the important role that
Catholic organisations can play in serving the Common Good.
The Living Wage embodies the mission of the Church to the poor and encompasses a range
of Catholic Social Teaching themes of Solidarity, Subsidiarity and the importance of Human
Dignity. This invitation from the Bishops of England and Wales for Catholic organisations to
consider the Real Living Wage [RLW] is both part of the Church's mission to the poor and also a
way for all Catholics to put their faith into action.
St Wilfrid’s and the Living Wage: In August 2018 our then parish priest, Fr. Peter joined a small
meeting at Matthew Brown’s office [Leader of Preston City Council] in order to meet a rep from the
Living Wage Foundation. The LWF has St Wilfrid’s marked on their website map as a LW
employer.
Now that our Parish is recognised as a Real Living Wage employer, putting our Faith into action
now involves reaching out to those not yet committed to its value and justice perhaps highlighting
the fact that many who frequent the growing number of Food banks are also in work which fails to
pay sufficient to meet everyday commitments. And this is before the cut in Universal Credit! At the
meeting on Sunday 10th October, Our Faith & Justice Group will consider how we as a parish
respond to this challenge with the help of Davinia Jackson, Associate Organiser for Citizens UK in
Preston. If you feel this is an issue you must respond to, have knowledge of the effect of wage
poverty, or simply wish to listen then please do join us in the Parish Centre after the 10.15 Mass.
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