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St. Wilfrid’s Parish, Preston

17th Sunday Ordinary Time

I remember a young convict who was about to be
released. He wasn't just cheerful – as you'd expect; he
was radiant. There seemed to be something deep
and very human about him. I commented on it and he
answered, "Well, Father, it's my girl-friend, really: I've
been inside for 8 months and she's wri en to me
every single day". At that moment I felt I could see
and touch gra tude. That girl's loyalty had made him
really thankful, and through that she'd made him
more deeply human. The eﬀect was that he was
really, genuinely grateful: he was more deeply human
because he was more genuinely grateful, he was
more genuinely grateful because he was more deeply
human.
What strikes me about today's Gospel is not just that
Jesus had power to mul ply the loaves and fishes; it's the way he did it. The people's
stomachs were filled, but for those who had eyes to see, and for us who have ears to
hear, it was much more than that. With two extra words the Evangelist puts it on a
higher plane: "Then Jesus took the loaves, gave thanks, and gave them out to all". The
whole meaning of human life changes with those two words: gave thanks!
In this summer of football, cricket, Wimbledon, rugby Olympics...we have a daily lesson
on our screens as we watch the various victorious athletes. Some will be vain and selfimportant, focussing on the illusion that they're be er than everyone else; others will
be thankful, grateful for the support and help they've had along the way, grateful for
their health, grateful for the gi of life, grateful for their talents. Without realising it,
they are the ones who will be showing what it means to be really, profoundly human.
When Jesus gives thanks his gra tude comes from the heart. That's all-important.
Parents and teachers o en say to children, "Now say, thankyou.” That's the right idea,
but it's vital that the children see their elders themselves saying thankyou, and meaning
thankyou, and living gra tude and respect; otherwise it's hollow and useless as
example. Another word for the Mass we are celebra ng is EUCHARIST; and the word
Eucharist means thanksgiving. Jesus taught the Apostles and us a spirit of thanksgiving,
a realisa on that all is gi .
TS

Public Masses & Confession Times
Saturday 24th & 31st July
Confessions 11.15am to 12.15pm
Mass 12.15pm
Confessions 5 to 5.30pm
Vigil Mass 5.35pm
Sunday 25th July & 1 August
Masses at 7am, 10.15am & 4.30pm
Monday 26th to Friday 30th July
Confessions 11.50am to 12.10pm
Mass each day at 12.15pm

Church Opening Times
Saturdays
10am to 1pm
Sundays
6.45am to 7.30pm,
9.30am to 11.30am,
4pm to 5.30pm
Monday to Friday
11.30am to 1pm

Maintaining a COVID-secure Church & Parish Centre
It is recommended to con nue wearing face masks in church and in the Parish
Centre. Please con nue to sani se your hands on entering and maintain social
distancing.

OPT IN to our Postal Newsle er Scheme by 31 July.
With the imminent change in Covid regula ons coming up we will no longer
automa cally send those on our pos ng list a weekly Newsle er by Royal Mail,
unless you ring and specifically request this because you cannot return to church.
Ring Fr. Peter 01772 554395 or write him a note addressed to St. Wilfrid’s
Prestbytery, 1 Winckley Square, Preston, PR1 3JJ if you want a Newsle er posted to
you a er July 2021.

Parish Administrator Limited Access 27 July to mid September 2021
Chris Lloyd will not be working on site from Tue 27 July un l some me in
September, due to surgery. Some essen al tasks will be done via home working.
There may be a delay in responding to emails and telephone messages.
The website www.stwilfridspreston.org.uk will con nue to be updated every
Saturday and we will endeavour to maintain issuing individual electronic & postal
Newsle ers. * (see Opt In no ce above)

Feast of St Igna us Saturday 31 July
12.15pm sung Mass with organ and choir in St Wilfrid’s church will be held
that day in celebra on. Unfortunately, there can not be a joint gathering of
the North West Jesuit parishes this year. A buﬀet lunch will be served in the
church courtyard a er Mass, for which dona ons will be gratefully received
for the Jude Orphanage School in Zambia and Hogar Niño Dios Bethlehem
who care for children with psycho-physical disabili es.

Thank you to
Fr. Chester Yacub SJ for
helping in the parish so
that Fr. Peter could take a
short break.
The Jesuit Community thank the Parish for their prayers for
Fr. Paddy Connors SJ RIP
Take Lord, and receive all my liberty,
my memory, my understanding, and my
entire will, all that I have and possess.
Thou hast given all to me.
To Thee, O Lord, I return it.
All is Thine, dispose of it wholly
according to Thy will.
Give me Thy love and Thy grace,
for this is sufficient for me.
Ignatius Loyola
Saint Igna us of Loyola's Vision of Christ and God the Father at La Storta by Domenichino
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The week’s readings:

Sun
Mon
Tue
Wed
Thu
Fri
Sat

25
26
27
28
29
30
31

17th Sunday
Sts Joachim & Anne
Feria
Feria
St Martha
Feria St Peter Chrysologus
St Ignatius Loyola

2 Kings 4:42-44
(Ps 144) Eph 4:1-6
Exodus 32:15-24,30-34
(Ps 105)
Exodus 33:7-11;34:5-9,28
(Ps 102)
Exodus 34:29-35
(Ps98)
Funeral readings
Levit 23:1,4-11,15-16,27,34-37 (Ps80)
Jer 20:7-9 (Ps 33)
1 Cor 10:31-11:1

John 6:1-15
Matt 13:31-35
Matt 13:36-43
Matt 13:44-46
Matt 13:54-58
Luke 14:25-33

July’s PRAYERINTENTION

YOUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR

those recently died: Barbara Ainsworth RIP
Requiem Thursday 29th July at 12:15pm
anniversaries: Wilfred Fletcher, Francis Scahill
those who are sick: Barbara Clark, Mary Holme,
Joyce Lyons, Simon Osborne, Pauline Wilding,
Susan Cra , Theresa Wilkinson, John Browne,
Veronica Judge & their carers.

Social Friendship
We pray that, in social,
economic and poli cal
situa ons of conflict, we
may be courageous and
passionate architects of
dialogue and friendship.

St. Wilfrid’s Sanctuary Bookshop
Struggle to follow and lip-read the Mass?
is open via Chapel Street
Want to join in a BSL/SSE signed Mass with family,
friends and parishioners??
window on most Fridays
Come to our monthly signed parish Masses in
St. Wilfrid’s RC Church, Chapel Street, (oﬀ Fishergate by
Hays Travel) Preston PR1 8BU:

11.30am to 12.10pm
Contact Geoﬀ 07932 792773

2nd Sundays monthly at 4:30pm
Please wear face-covering {visor/mask}
and come to front (or 3rd) pew
Student trainee SLI may sign readings +
responses as Fr. Paul signs Mass.
By kindness of St. Wilfrid’s Parish Priest and
parish.
For more informa on, contact:
Signed Mass recordings
Fr. Paul Fletcher SJ
at
paulmfletchersj@gmail.com

www.catholicdeaf.org.uk

How to make a dona on to the
parish by bank transfer
If you wish to make a dona on to
St. Wilfrid’s Parish by bank transfer
the account is St. Wilfred’s Parish
Account (please note the misspelling
of Wilfrid with an ‘e’)
Account no. 12585636
Sort code 162833
RBS Preston Fishergate Branch.

