Newsletter
4th July, 2021

St. Wilfrid’s Parish, Preston

14th Sunday Ordinary Time

Today's Gospel passage from Mark (6:1-6) at first seems puzzling. Jesus visits his
home town and is praised...... and immediately rejected! Why? His own
explana on (“a prophet is despised only in his own country”) s ll leaves us
wondering. A er all, we have in Preston a Sir Tom Finney Way and a Flintoﬀ
Way: fame need not mean local rejec on. For an explana on we need to draw
on Luke's account of this incident and the Gospels generally – and our
knowledge of human nature.
Many Chris ans can't face the possibility of the real Jesus making a diﬀerence,
especially if it's a challenging diﬀerence. They can look at him with admira on
and respect, even worship – rather as you gaze at a picture in a frame or a
statue on a pedestal. But if they accept that he means what he says it will
transform their life and could transform the world (take for example the story
of the Good Samaritan or Lazarus and the Rich Man, and apply them to Planet
Earth or to Britain). How real is Jesus to them? And to us?
A century ago the playwright Bernard Shaw remarked: “If you venture to
wonder how Christ would have looked if he had shaved and had his hair cut, or
what size in shoes he took …. you will produce an extraordinary dismay and
horror” [among those who regard him as a statue on a pedestal].
St Igna us and the Spiritual Exercises encourage you to imagine how Jesus
seems in the various Gospel incidents. You know that he probably didn't appear
exactly as you imagine him but it's all helping him to come alive to your heart
and mind instead of being just a statue. The more alive to you he becomes, the
be er he can communicate with you.
Coming back to the Nazareth passage: Jesus is seen as the local boy made good.
But once they hear what he really thinks and proposes they are horrified. He
implies, for example, that a foreign widow or soldier might catch God's eye of
favour before any of them or their fellow-Israelites (because “God has no
favourites” - see Luke 4:25 and Acts 10:34).
Lord, don't pull your punches with us. Teach us to see things through your eyes.
Teach us to take your Gospel seriously. Help us to accept changes if they're
inspired by your Holy Spirit.
TS

Public Masses & Confession Times
Saturday 3rd & 10th July
Confessions 11.15am to 12.15pm
Mass 12.15pm
Confessions 5 to 5.30pm
Vigil Mass 5.35pm
Sunday 4th & 11th July
Masses at 7am, 10.15am & 4.30pm
Monday 5th to Friday 9th July
Confessions 11.50am to 12.10pm
Mass each day at 12.15pm

Church Opening Times
Saturdays
10am to 1pm
Sundays
6.45am to 7.30pm,
9.30am to 11.30am,
4pm to 5.30pm
Monday to Friday
11.30am to 1pm

Maintaining a COVID-secure church
It remains mandatory to wear a mask in church covering both your mouth and
nose. Please con nue to sani se your hands on entering and
maintain social distancing.

Finance Group Mee ng Monday 5 July at 7pm in the Sacristy
Wednesday Drop In:
Our clothes Drop-in
con nues and we are
desperately in need of the
following items:
Toiletries for men and
women (not Sanitary products)
PLEASE DO NOT BRING THESE
Trainers or Walking shoes
ITEMS TO THE PRESBYTERY
Tracksuit Bo oms
NOR LEAVE THEM IN THE
Jeans (size 34 waist and below)
Shorts (size 34 waist and below)
PRESBYTERY DOORWAY.
Rucksacks
PLEASE TAKE THEM TO THE BACK OF
Socks
THE CHURCH AS REQUESTED.
Sleeping Bags
CHURCH OPENING TIMES ARE
Hoodies and Jumpers
AT THE TOP OF THIS PAGE
T-shirts
Carrier Bags
The blue box is there for dona ons in the Narthex during Church opening mes
or if you would like to arrange to drop oﬀ dona ons outside of these mes
please call 07957 566741 Metanoia Project.
Thank you for helping the most vulnerable at this me.

Trees for Life—Rewilding the Sco sh Highlands
You may recall when Fr Peter spent his holiday plan ng trees in the Sco sh Highlands
in 2019. This was in a place called Dundreggan, where it is now reported the 281,000
trees planted, over a two year period, in the Allt Ruadh enclosure are now looking
magnificent. You can read more about the work involved in rewilding the Sco sh
Highlands at treesforlife.org.uk

Two matching lecterns
looking for a new home.
Do you know of any organisa on who
might be able to use these lecterns
(which are free of charge)?
If so, please contact Chris,
Parish Administrator, on 01772 554396 or
email stwilfridspa@gmail.com

Unveiled Join us in person in church or online for an
hour of Scripture, Teaching, Praise and Worship and
Adora on of the Blessed Sacrament. Broadcast Live from
St Wilfrid’s 7.30-8.30pm via Facebook on Friday 9th July.
You do not need a Facebook account to see our Page. Just
follow this link www.facebook.com/MetanoiaProject and the
video should appear at the specified me. If you have any
ques ons about the event, please
email unveiled@metanoiaproject.co.uk - We hope you can join us!

Feast of St Igna us Saturday 31 July
12.15pm sung Mass with organ and choir in St Wilfrid’s church will be held
that day in celebra on. Unfortunately, there can not be a joint gathering of
the North West Jesuit parishes this year. A buﬀet lunch will be served in the
church courtyard a er Mass, for which dona ons will be gratefully received
for the Jude Orphanage School in Zambia and Hogar Niño Dios Bethlehem
who care for children with psycho-physical disabili es.
BBQ brunch a er 10.15 Mass on Sunday 4th July in the church courtyard.
Tickets £5 from Maria or Geoﬀ, in aid of the Orphanage School in Zambia.
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The week’s readings:

Sun 4 14th Sunday
Ezek 2:2-5 (Ps122) 2 Cor 12:7-10
Mark 6:1-6
Mon 5 Feria
Gen 28:10-22
(Ps 90)
Matt 9:18-26
(Ps 16)
Matt 9:32-38
Tue 6 Feria St Maria Goretti Gen 32:23-33
Wed 7 Feria
Gen 41:55-57;42:5-7,17-24
(Ps 32)
Matt 10:1-7
Thu 8 Feria
Gen 44:18-21,23-29;45:1-5
(Ps 104)
Matt 10:7-15
Fri 9 St Leo Ignatius Mangin SJ, Mary Zhu Wu & Companions Gen 46:1-7, 28-30 (Ps 36) Matt 10:16-23
Sat 10 Feria
Gen 49: 29-33;50:15-26
(Ps 104)
Matt 10:24-33
July’s PRAYERINTENTION

YOUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR

those recently died: .
anniversaries: Freda Holdsworth, Catherine Finch,
Eileen Whitlock, Maria Belous, Lena Higney,
David Roache.
those who are sick: Barbara Clark, Mary Holme, Joyce
Lyons, Simon Osborne, Pauline Wilding, Susan Cra ,
Theresa Wilkinson, John Browne, Veronica Judge,
Fr. Patrick Connors SJ & their carers.

Social Friendship
We pray that, in social,
economic and poli cal
situa ons of conflict, we
may be courageous and
passionate architects of
dialogue and friendship.

St. Wilfrid’s Sanctuary Bookshop
Struggle to follow and lip-read the Mass?
is open via Chapel Street
Want to join in a BSL/SSE signed Mass with family,
friends and parishioners??
window on most Fridays
Come to our monthly signed parish Masses in
St. Wilfrid’s RC Church, Chapel Street, (oﬀ Fishergate by
Hays Travel) Preston PR1 8BU:

2nd Sundays monthly at 4:30pm
Please wear face-covering {visor/mask}
and come to front (or 3rd) pew
Student trainee SLI may sign readings +
responses as Fr. Paul signs Mass.
By kindness of St. Wilfrid’s Parish Priest and
parish.
For more informa on, contact:
Signed Mass recordings
Fr. Paul Fletcher SJ
at
paulmfletchersj@gmail.com

www.catholicdeaf.org.uk

11.30am to 12.10pm
(except 9 & 23 July-closed)
Contact Geoﬀ 07932 792773
How to make a dona on to the
parish
If you wish to make a dona on to
St. Wilfrid’s Parish by bank transfer
the account is St. Wilfred’s Parish
Account (please note the misspelling
of Wilfrid with an ‘e’)
Account no. 12585636
Sort code 162833
RBS Preston Fishergate Branch.

